” 


Ns n | : & 7 
oy . J TT, J Mr 1 
* 8 5 18 Na A h 449 v3 


* 


A \ ona t2quaxzca * 


Re. © $4 t Lt 


bas 745 4 & 
„Ol en 
2M 2 lle 0; 1 bu ul 


44 211 
n 
„ 


* - * * 
$3, A ved Ss i Tete 


* 


ILM 
4; 15 * 4+ 1 ff 355 


NN 21h rae Nc r ue” etür 8 * 


i 1 
? * 


In b 6 . 


Lately Publiſhed, 
By ALzxANDER JErmHSON, 4. B. 


I. IX REALIT v and AurRHORIT y of Our BIES- 
s$ED SAVIOUR's Miracles Defended. | 

In Anſwer to all the Material Ohjections which have been 
raiſed againſt them. 


A DISC U 81 nn the Rags 
1 n Beg, 5 both Dogtrna andd im Orin 


IN TWO PARTS. 


Dnder the following Hs Fa Vit. 

1. The Grounds and Reaſons of the ObleSvation of the 
BF 85 BBATH and Loxp's Day: 
BF 2. An Account of the Change.of the Day from the Seventh 


to the Firff Day of the 
3- The Benefits and Advantages, both to the Pubblic, nad to 
private Perſans, from the — and Religious Obſerva» 
tion of the Lon D's DAV. 


4. The Particular Manner in which this Hol v Dax ought 
to be obſerved by all CHRISTIANS. 
The SzconD — . 


THE 


CERTAINTY 


AND 


IMPORTANCE 


OF A 


Future Judgment, 
| AND 5 
EVERLASTING RETRIBUTIONS, 
Conſidered and Repreſented in oi 
THREE DISCOURSES, 2 
Lately Preached 3 in the Y 


PARISH-CHñHuRCcH of CRAIKE, 
In the Coun Ty of DURHAM. 


By ALEXANDER fEPHSON, AB. ,, | 
i Nector of the ſaid Pariſh, — "* | 


— 


LONDON: 
Printed by C. IE non, in Ve- Smith field. 


And Sold by T. Asr LEV, and J. HixTon, in St Paul's Church- 
Tard; J. BrRoTHERTON, in Comnhi//; J. Hopcts, and T. 
Han u 18, on London- Bridge; W. SanDby, without Temple- Bar 3 

. BainvLey, in New- Bond. Street; R. DovsLey, in Pall. 
a/l; and C. Ward and R. CHANDLER, at ND and Scars 
borough. MpccxL1t. 


Price One Shilling and Sixpence, 1 


—— 


” 


"hs 


% 
5 2 2 ! 
. k bs * * 
— — — 4 * * a \ Yy 
5 ? % = 
- * * [1 
* 
Sf Y ” * 
* 
& ® 
* * F — 
— 
4 
*% 
o * 1 * = 
. — 
7 
13 
y a 
—— 2— 
= 
Py * * „ . 
oy 
x 
1 d 
» * 
* . 
* # 
* — * 
CY * as | 
6 4 
. * 1 
F — 4 * 
* 4 y o 8 J 1 4 
Key a x * 3 id 8 
ö - ; 3 wa 
8 4 * . 
* . 


* - 8 1 Y 
- * * % Py 
* 1 . 
44> 7 
1 p os , 
— at i 


- * 


— 


„ 


OY 


* 


—— 


——— 


-- - 


—— — ti 8 . 


THE 


PREFACE 


HERE will be no Need, I preſume, of 
making any Apology for publiſhing theſe 
preſent Diſcourſes in this wicked and dege- 

1 nerate Age, in which all manner of Impie- 

ty and Profaneneſs does ſo much abound; ſince it is un- 
queſtionably the Duty of all Chriſtians, and eſpecially 
thoſe who are of the ſacred Function, as well for the 

Credit and Reputation of our Religion among Heathens 

and Infidels, as out of an immediate Regard to the 

Honour and Glory of God, to uſe their utmoſt Endea- 

vours to prevent and reſtrain the Effects thereof, and to 

recover à true Senſe of Piety and Virtue in the Na- 


Tho' the Face of Religion in the Chriſtian World 
hath been very much altered and improved ſince the 
coming of Chriſt (a), (notwithſtanding what the Infi- 
dels object to the contrary) and tho? there are, God be 
Praiſed, many bright and ſhining Examples of Piety and 
Goodneſs to be found in every Part of the Kingdom, 
yet it is too evident to be denied, that the Generally 
a2 ; 0 


. 


* 


(a). See Archbiſhop las Works, fol. vol. II. p. 471 —2, 
Dr Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, Part I. chap. 3. about the Mid- 
dle. Part III. chap. 3. in the Beginning. " 92 
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vi The PRE F ACE: 
of Chriſtians are almoſt entirely abandoned and given 
up to Secular Intereſt and Pleaſure, and abſolutely lat 
to any ſerious Senſe of God and Religion; and the moſt 
Plain and eaſy Duties, Tuch as thoſe of Family-Devo- 
tion, and the attending upon the Publick Worſhip of 
God, are by great Numbers entirely laid aſide, and by 
too many treated with Scorn. And that which, under 
the Providence -o God, would be 1 1 and ef. 
fectual Means of retrieving a true Sepſe of Piety in the 
Minds of Men, by givi — a Regular d Stated 
Opportunity of a more cl e and deep Meditation upon 
Divine Things, I mean the Religious Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day, is in Defiance of all the Laws of God 
and Man, moſt Tn and horribly . 
and ridiculed: And this not only by thoſe who are of 
low and vulgar Education, but alſo (which I am ſorry 
to ſay, becauſe I think it not only of the;utmoſt dan- 
gerous Conſequence to their Salvation, but alſo a great 
Reflection at preſent upon their Character and Dignity) 
In a juſt View of which wretched, and | deplorable 
State of Things, I humbly conceive, that all Perſons 
in Amboriry, trom the higheſt to he loweſt, hould. be 
, earneſtly put in Mind by all thoſe, whoſe Counſels may 
probably have any Influence upon them, that it is their 
indiſpenſable Duty, as they tender the Eove and Faygyr 
of God, and the Happineſs: and Benefit of the People 
who are ſubject to them, to uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
vours, as well by ſetting a good Example in themſelves, 
as by the publick Execution of the Laws, to promote 
and advance the Cauſe of Piety and een (72.5 are 
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(4) If Moral Virtues are acknowledged neceſſary to Social Feli- 
city, Religion mult be ſo too: becauſe no other Principle carr offer 
an cqual inducement to the Practice of them, or equally reſtrain 
Men trom the oppoſite Vices. *Tis vain to imagine, that the Fear 
of te Magiſtrate or political Laws can effectually govery the We | 


if there be not ſome ſpeedy Reformation in bur Lives 
ahd'Manriers,/ and eſpecially if in order thereto ſome 
effeftual Proviſion” be not made, that the Lord's Day 
be more ſtrictly and regularly obſerved by all Perſons, 
and chiefly by thoſe of eminent Station and Dignity 
we ſhall bring an indelible-Infamy upon the Proteſtant 
Religion, the Security of which we have ſo long boaſt- 
ed of as our fingular Happineſs, and which we have 
judged a ſufficient Purchaſe of an infinite Expence of 
Blood and Treaſure. And we may not only expect, 
that the heavieſt and moſt dreadful Judgments of God 
will ſoon fall upon us, but we ſhall alſo have too great 
Reaſon to fear, if the Doctrine of the Goſpel ſhall prove 
true in the Event (and I really think, if it ſhould 
prove otherwiſe, that we can have no ſufficient Evidence 
of any thing that is not the Object of our Senſes) that 
wretched and deplorable will be the State and Condi- 
tion of the greateſt Part of Mankind; as our Bleſſed 
Saviour hath Himſelf in ſome Meaſure intimated to us, 

Matith. vii. 13, 14. And the Foreſight of which many 
Divines have juſtly thought to be the main Ground and 
Reaſon of His inexpreſſible Agony in the Garden, Luke 
xxii. 44. ſince it is very evident and apparent, that 
12 | wy there 
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of Men without the Aid of Religion; for the Duty of obeying thoſe 
Laws muſt be derived from a ſuperior Principle. And he who looks 
no higher for the Motives of his Conduct than the Reſentment of 
Human Juſtice, whenever he can preſume himſelf cunnin enough 
to reſiſt it, will be under no Reſtraint from any Action of Treachery, 
or Luſt, or Violence, which his Paſſions ſuggeſt. Dr Rogers's Ser- 
mons, vol II. p. 350, 361. And the ſame Acknowledgment hath 
been often made by many great Men, who were far from being par- 
vial to Religion; and particularly by Mr. Hobbes in Leviath, chap. 
12. and by Macbiadel, in his Diſcourſesupon Livy, L. I c. 11 12. 
So that if Princes were to regard only the preſent Intereſt of them- 
felves and their Subjects and much more ſurely, if they have any 
Concern for their Happineſs and Salvation in the World to come) they 
are hound to the utmoſt of their Power, both by e acting of wiſe 
Laws, and by ſetting a good Example, to eſtabliſh the Belief aud 
Practice of Religion in their reſpective Kingdoms. | 
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there are but few i in Compariſon, even among Chriſt: : 
ans themſelves, who 1n their Lives and Coins, | 
do in any Meaſure come up to the Terms of Salvation 
propounded in the Goſpel; and God, who cannot lie, 
hath peremptorily declared, That wvithout Holineſs no 
Man ſhall ever ſee Him, Heb. xii. 14. And, as an ex-, 


cellent Prelate well expreſſes it (c), Sooner may Hea- 


<< ven and Earth paſs away, than a wicked Man enter 
* into the Kingdom of Heaven.” An Apprehenſion 
this, enough to make the Heart of any good Man bleed; 


and He muſt be utterly deſtitute of Humanity, not to 
fay any ſerious Senſe of Chriſtian Compaſſion, who is 
not moved and influenced thereby to contribute all 
that is in him to the Prevention of ſuch 2 horrid and. 
dreadful Ruin. 
1 I might be in ſome Degree aſſiſting to this 
rpoſe, was the true Reaſon of my publiſhing. 
eſe —.— at this Time; having concluded with my 
ſelf, that a few plain Diſcourſes, in which the Argu- 
ments of a future Judgment might be clearly ſtated, and 
the infinite Conſequence of Eternal Retributions fuſfi- 
ciently diſplay*d, and theſe drawn up in a ſhort Com- 
paſs and at a cheap Price, muſt needs be of great Uſe 
and Service to the Generality of Chriſtians z ſince I am 
thoroughly perſuaded, that the Profaneneſs and Immo- 
rality of this preſent Age muſt be owing, either to an 
utter Disbelief of this great Article of Chriſtian Faith, 
e to a Doubtfulneſs — Irreſolution in the Acknow- 
ed 
one who firmly believes this Doctrine, and gives any 
tolerable Attention thereto, ſhould wilfully allow and 
indulge himſelf in any known Sin; and much leſs that 


he ſhould (as too many profel'd Chriſtians do) fre- 


quently and habitually plunge himſelf into the Guilt of 
the moſt horrid and enormous Crimes. For, as an 
eminent 
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(c) Tlitfon, vol. III. p. 199. fee the Place, 


Engr thereof; it being ſcarce conceivable, that any 
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eflient | Author well obſerves (d) © There is kite" 10 
* Stupid: can exceed that of the Man who expects a 
0 future udgment, and yet can bear to commit any 
© Piece of. Inuſtice with a Senſe of Deliberaticn of the- 
Fact. And, to uſe the Words of another excellent 

Divine, — It i not to be imagined, that any Man who" 
4b 4 | believes this Doctrine, and would ſuffer birhſelf ſeri- 
| * ouſly to think of it, could bear t up againſt the Ter- 

< tors of it; or that | with theſe Thoughts about him, 
he could court a trumpet, or ſpend his Time in Re- 
vels apd Exceſſes, or blaſpheme God, and ridieule 

40 Religion, or cheat his Ne eighbour, or opprels' the' 

© Poor and Fatherleſs, of forſwear himfſelf.* No, ſays 
this pious Author, we ſee this cannot be 25 often as 

«we fee a miſerable Sinner, whoſe awaken'd Conſci- 

ence diſtracts him with all theſe Soenes and Images of 

Cc Terror (e). Dem OVET 

That therefore Men might be the more fully Sons 
vinced of the Truth and Certainty of this important 

Poctrine, and thereby prevail'd upon to ſuch a due and 

ſerious: Cogſideration thereof, as may be available to 
the Salvation of their I mertal Souls, I have in the 
firſt Diſcourſe, (as perfectly as I could in ſuch narrow 
' Bounds) repr eſent the chief and principal Proofs and: 

Eridentes of of a future Judgment, as they are deduced 

from natural Reaſon and Divine Revelation, and have 

EE briefly conſidered the Effect and Influence which the 
e Belief and Expectation of that redt and tremendous- 
| - Aſſize ought to have upon us. 1 the ſecond, Ihave 
treated diſtinctly concerning the dreadful Nature of 

ö thoſe Puniſhments which are prepared in Hell for all 

| obſtinate and impenitent Sinners. And in the third, I 

N have endeavoured; as far as I am able, to diſplay- the 
Qualities and Ingredient of chat immenſe Glory a 

h 1 * 
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d) Dr Crarali's Æſop, 
e) Sherlock on a future fate p. 132—4. 
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underſtand: the a of i Love.; * 


fore, it hath been thoug t highly rea 


that the Puniſhments.of the Wicked in the ner 11. 
45 Well as the Happineſs of the Righteous, neg in, the. 
Event be be found to be much. 7 and. more wei 
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och 75 ancient Ae i 5 
dient of the Farments of evil d it . 

been eſteemed) by ſome; of our belf! to hay 

great Probability. and F 517 95 i 


there expreſly; obſerve, that as the. Fo * have. 
nab reckon this among the Puniſhments of of 2 War 
"Qs 1 | mn e . Streſs upon it. 2 
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De PREFACE. xi 
weir Hands) that fincea fükure State of Rewards and 
Pubbthinicnts Rach Bern ever kceothnted an eſſential Dôc- 
trine of Natural Religion, they would not only forbaar 
all Upen Trfbt and Ridicule of the Goſpel (which & a 

y indulge thiemfelves in, tho à favonrite Author of 
theirs hath utterly Aiſclaimetl arid-diſalfowed the pub- 
niek UR and Extreife of it (g)) But alſo that they 
would do all that lies in their Power, by u thorough 
and impartial Examination of the Controverſy betwes 
us, to perſuade themſelves into a real and hearty Belief 
of the Chriſtian Religion; ſince they muſt needs per- 
eeive, that ſuppoſing dur Saviour ts be nb more than än 
extraordinary Prophet {which is the vtmoſt Character 
that the very beſt Writings of Deiſm will allow to Him) 
there is yet, with regard tö che Iifimettality of "the 
Soul and a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
a mighty Difference between the Doctrine of Chriſt's 
Goſpel, and that of the moſt perfect Pagan Syſtems ; 
and therefore, methinks, all ſober and ſincere Deifts 
ſhould be very glad if this 7 who, in the De- 

eligion, as well as the 
moſt excellent and incomparable Morality, was allowed, 


Liberty chat many ef the very beſt of them all frequent- 


exen by his Enemies, 19 /prak as never Man pate, John 


vii. 46. and tobe raubt a5. one that bad Autboriti, un 
v0. ug tb Scribes, Matth. vii. 29 could be proved to be 


a Divine Perſon, and to have an immediate Commiſ- 
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(g) The Author of the Charaterifticks, tho” he vindicates the 
Liberty. of Wit and Ridicule in Matters of Religion, yet he reſtrains 
it to the private Meeting and Societies of Men ; and owns, that to. 
ſtart Qpeſtions and Debates which ofend the Publick Ear, 
bez Reſpett which is due to common Society. 
And that ſuch Subjects ſhould either not at all be treated in Publick, 
or in ſuch a Manner as to, occaſion no Scandal or Diſturbance, that 
the Publick is not on any Account to be laughed at to its Face, and 
tnat the Lovers of Mankind reſpect and hovour Conventions and Sor 
cictics of Men more than this amounts to. ; | 


Efay on thy Freedom off Wit ard Humezr, in vol. I. P- 75, 7% 


| ſelf (i). 
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q ſion from God. And they might entertain ſome en 


Suſpicion of their own Integrity and Impartiality 

the Examination of this Religion, when they 1 2 
Truth and Reality of Chriſt's Miracles, which were ne- 
ver calld in queſtion by the moſt learned and impla- 
cable Adverſaries of the Goſpel, either Yes, Turks, 
or Heathens (b). And when they renounce the Divine 
Authority of that Perſon, which was ſo clear and cer- 


tain, that it was acknowledged by Mabomet him- 
Now. the vaſt Difference between the Define df 


Chriſt's Goſpel,” and that of the beſt Pagan Syſtems 


pon this - Head, will be very evident, if we briefly 
0 der theſe following Particulars. 

Firſt. Not to mention, that the Doctrine a the Souls 
Immortality, and a future State, was entirely rejected 
by whole Sects of Philoſophers, becauſe, as an eminent 
Author truly affirms, theſe Perſons were very weak 
Reaſoners in other Reſpects, and of a low and contemp- 
tible Character (); I fay, not to mention this, we 
find that it was denied by ſome of the moſt Learned of 
them all, as Cicero aſſures us (I); and that even the Phi- 
loſophers of the higheſt Rank, who diſcours'd the maſt 
excellently upon this Subject of the Soul's $: Immortali- 


ö 9, 0 pa oftentimes NIE the greateſt Doubt and 
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@ Vid. Grot. de Veritat. Chriſtiane Relig. lib. 2. 5. lib. 6.45. 


"Biſhop Chandler's Defence of Chriſtianity, p. 429; 430. Biſhop 
_ Emalbraiz's Vindication of Chriſt's Miracles, vol, I. p. N 


(i) Vid. Grot. ibid. 54. 
(4) Drs. \Clarke's Sermons at Poy/e's Lectures, Part IT. Prop. 6. 


"(1 Catervæ veniun! contradicentium aon ſolum Epicureorum, 


: 880 equidem non deſpicio, ſed neſcio quo modo doftifhmus quiſque 
\" eontemnit: acerrime autem delieiæ meæ Diczarchus contra hanc im- 


mortalitatem diſſeruit: Is enim tres libros ſeripſit qui Le biaci vocan- 


tur, quod Mitylents ſermo habetur, in nes vult efficere, animos 


eſſe mortales, CI c. e Aff. lib. i 
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. Uncertainty about the Truth of it (m). Which muſt 


needs, in a conſiderable Meaſure, leſſen and deftroy its 
Effect and Influence upon the Minds of Men; where, 
as none of the Apoſtles or true Diſciples of Chriſt did 


ever call this Truth in queſtion, but many of them, be 


yond Number, of all Ages and both Sexes, - did * 
about 300 Years together with an unparallelled Brave- 


ry and Courage lay down their Lives in r 
and Confidence hereof (n). 


Secondly, The Pagan Syſtem of Religion was, with 


regard to the general Opinion and Perſuaſion of thoſe 


who adhered to it, equally terrible with that of the 


+ Chriſtian, as it threatened Eternal Torments as the Pu- 


niſhment of Sinners. For tho' a late Infidel Writer (o) 


. hath confidently aſſerted, that the Evil of Superſti- 
tion is much increaſed, ſince men are now * (i. e. by 


the Chriſtian Religion) under greater Terrors and 


Vneaſineſs of Mind, than they could poſſibly be 


when they hazarded leſs; hereby imagining, that E- 
ternal Torments were not denounced in the; Pagan 
Scheme. Yet he is certainly very much miſtaken 


herein ; for it 1s very clear and evident, that the Doc- 
trine of Eternal Puniſhment in another Life was not 


we re N ſome of LP beſt of the Heathen Phi- 


- loſophers 
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(un) Vid. Grot. de Veritat. Kc. lib. 2. $9. cum annotat. Tilletfor, 
vol. III. p. 133, 134. Dr Clarke's Sermons at Bvy/e's Leftures, 
Part 2. Prop. 6.4 3. Biſhop G7% 's Second Paſtoral Letter, p. 17, 
18. in which Places there are ſeveral Paſſages cited from the Ancients 


to this Purpoſe, 


(n) Sce Dr Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, Part IT. chap. 7 
which the Perſecutions of the Primitive Chriſtians are particularly _ 
ſcribed, and many Teſtimonies quoted out of Heathen Authors, ac- 
knowledging that they laid down their Lives in the Strength of this 
Principle, together with the abſurd Account which ſome of the molt 
eminent Pagan Writers gave of their inimitable Conſtancy and Fa- 
tience under their Sufferings. 


e) Diſcourſe of Free thinking, p 36. 


Character and Goty bf 
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hers. (Y), but alſo chat it was a Material ad ec. 
tial Branch of the . Pagay Syltern, us 'is a d 
by Jauretius himfelf (g), who makes it the peeüftr 
arts, that he had Jo power- 
theſe ſenſeleß Terrors amd 
wein Bears (r), Whereas, on che other dide, the Ju. 
had but a ſmall Degree of Comfort eo balance their 
cars, and to encourage them in the Practice ef Vir- 
tue. For, firſt, the very Being ef a future State Was 


not only called in queſtion by the whole Sect of the Epi- 


exreans and other mire Philoſophers, and very much 
doubted of by the moſt learned of them all, bar wes ut - 
terly renounced and rejected by many of the chief and 
principal Philoſophers, as was before obſerv?d; And 
tho? this may ſeem to be no Conſequence to eur pre- 
ſent Argument, ſince by denying a future State the 
Fears of Puniſhment were as well extinguilhed; as the 


Hopes of Reward removed from the Minds of Men; 
yet it is a very great Miſtake to think o. Tr it is na- 


tural to Men, eſpecially when they fall into the Guile 


oo 


#&]us 1 TEITAXETR AoE elle. 415 Toy Tex Je , 3925 ve 
en gau Plato in Phæd. 8 fee 


ira rented Te x; vreywyo;. Celſus apud Origen. lib. 8. 
Nam fi certum finem eſſe viderent, 
 Axruymnarum homines aliqua ratione valerent 
Religionibus atque minis obſiſtere vatum : 
Nunc ratio nulla eſt reſtandi, nulla facultas, 1 * 
TER NAS quoniam PNAs in morte timendum. Lib. 1. 
(r) Humana ante oculos fade cum vita jaceret, &c. ibid. 
Long Time Men lay oppreſs' d with ſlaviſſi Fear, 
Religion's Tyranny did domineer, 
Which, being plac'd in Heav'n, look'd proudly down, 
And frighted abject Spirits at her Frown, e 
At laſt a mighty Man of Greece began 4 
T afſirt the natural Liberty of Man. \; 
By ſenſeleſs Terrours, and vain Fancy led. 


Te Slavery.: ſtreight the conquer's Phant ms fled, Qanzck. 
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therefore, tho? the Philoſophers Doubts — Denial of 
a future State did very much obſtruct the of 
— — by leſſening and abating the Hopes future 
3 yet they could not, fie the Reaſon now 
ven, ſo effectually filence and diſſipate the F ears of 
ture Miſery. Anck that they did not do ſb in Fact, is 
very manifeſt from the various and innumerable Sacrifi- 
cs and Expiation; for Sin, which did nevertheleſs pre- 
vail in the Heathen World, and made up the main 
Part of the Gentile Religion. And this is an Ar 
_ Which the Epicureans muſt needs, eſteem to be 

Foree, according to their favourite and admired 
'(Prinmum in 3 Deos ron: rk timor) it was to theſe 
— and 8 ions of Men, that the 
. Being of the Gods themſelves were owing. 
2 Whatever Notions the learned Philoſophers 

(is far as they believed a future State) might entertain 
of "the Rewards and Enjeyments of the next, Life, yet 
11 is. certain; that the beſt of the Poets, by whom the 
common People were moſtly influenced and directed, 
had® made tlie Happineſs of good; Men after Death, 
(tiny, and of che very Gods themftlves alſo (7)), to con- 
fu in corporea] Etyoyments. and ſenſual” Pleaſures, 
- And how low and mean that happy State was com- 
monly thought, appears from the Sentiments of Acbil- 
less Ghoſt in Homer (lately taken Notice of by an In- 

com- 
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1 Tillotſon, VL, p 1 . 
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miniſtrante Iztari me nec Homerumaudia qui:Ganymeden a 

ati raptum ait propter formam, ut Jon Gen miniſtreret. 
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© And chen, Yhirdy,. : ere. were many of hoes 1 


really acknowledge a future State, and, likewiſe aſſer- 
ted the Reſurrection of Sno 15. yet peremp-, 
torily deny the Immartality of the Soul; and in, Con-, 
ſequence hereof; the tern; 1 of good Men. 
This, was the Opinion of the Generality of- the 
Stoicks( x),. a "conſiderable s among t Philoſophers * 
who, tho” they maintain“ that 00 Bodies of, Men 
would be raiſed from the Dead, and re: united to their 
Souls 0 yet. they aſſerted, that. — Souls of 2 5 
were all material, and that ſome. of them might be 
broken and deſtroyed, immediately upon their Se 


tion from t Body, and that the reſt ſhould. have only. | 


a certain ermanency, after Death, and ſhould be en- 
tirel diſſolv'd at the, next Conf! agration, (2); at which 
Time they held, that che vey ad. — — ſhould 
be corrupted, and their Perſonalities aboliſhed and an- 


alkitated; and reſolved into Jupiter, from whom they 
at firſt ft proceeded (h. Tf — hag indeed alſo an 
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Vita. Chryſippus de Providentia, apud Lactant. lib. vii. 1 8 23˙ 
vide etiam Grot. de Veritat. Kc. lib. ii. e 

x) Vide Qudworth's Intellectual Syſtem, p. 419. 

(44) Cudworth, p. 425. 


4 
\ 


. De P R. EF A C E. xv 1 
odd Notion, that the Souls of Men, as well as the | Y 
Gods, would, after certain Conflagrations, be again | 
| brought into Being, and. reſtored to their priſtine State 
and Condition; and that there would be a periodical... 
Suctefſion® of - theſe: Conflagrations and Renovations; to 
all Eternity (. In which Notion they are faid to be 
unhappily followed by Origen, if he really eſpouſed that 
443 and ſome other abſurd Opinions which are to be found 
in his Writings, which ſome very learned Men have 
tkought there are good Reaſons not to believe (cc). 
From all which it plainly appears, that the Doctrine of 
the Soul's Immortality and a future State, as delivered 
in the moſt perfect Syſtems ' of Paganiſm (and which 
our modern Infidels often ſet in Oppoſition to, and in 
Comparifon with the Chriſtian Revelation upon this 
Head) was very obſcurely and doubtfully aſſerted, and 
meanly ſupported, and adminiſtred but little Aflurance 
and Comfort to Men in the Exerciſe of Religion. 
N Whereas by the Goſpel, we are not only ſecured of a 
bleſſed Reſurrettion' to. Eternal Life, Matth. xxv. lt. of 
a Crown of Glory, 1 Cor. ix. 25, and of an Inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that paſſeth not away, 1 Pet. 
i. A. and have a ſenſible Confirmation thereof given to 
us by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead 
e is an en en to our Holy Religion(dd), | 


(4b) $80} det amo Tis ETous 1 aegiets TV peg T% 
, vi 9. Ede, «vin Sexo ani aav] dmagghnax]s 
— ws aggs Tür dre 12x07 Av. 

Origen adv, Celſum, lib. 5. Vide loc. See alſo Cudworth, ibid. 
and Cave's Hiſtor. literar. vol. I. p. 76, 77. 

(cc) See Cave, ibid. p. 77, 78. and Lives of the Fathers, p. 163, 
&c. Maldonat. in Matth. xxv. 414. 

(4d) I ſuppoſe no Man will think that P Pytbagoras' concealing 
hindſetf for ſeven Years,” and then pretending that he had been in the 
other World, and return'd again to teach Men Philoſophy, is to be 
compared to that certain : Account we have both of the Death and 
menden of our 1 err roſe again with an immortal * | 
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ſidered. And ſince che Aueſti 
Whether our whole Exiſtence terminates in this Life, or 
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bot we are further aſſured, that it is ſuch a 


and Glory, af Eys hatb not ſeen, nor Ear be 
hath it enired into the Heart of Man to conceive, 1 Cor. 
ii. Which is a Conſideration that, methinks, ſhould 
make all ſober and ſerious Deiſts, who really believe 
the Doctrine of a future State, lee ere Friends 
and Virtue, and to the true 
Intereſt and Happineſs of Mankind, to be very much 
inclined-to, I can hardly forbear faying, to be in ſame 
Nleaſure prejudiced in ny: . er a Divine and 


to the Cauſe of 


Excellent Religion. But, 


| Stomdy, As to thoſe who are vrofeſs'd Chuiſtians, 1 


earneſtly beg of them, as they — Welker: and 


Salvation of their immortal Souls, as well as their Cre- 
dit and Reputation in this World, to take the follow- 


ing/Particulars into their moſt ſerious Thoughts 3 and 
they may, I imagine, be the more eaſily induced to this, 


ſinee the deepeſt Conſideration will not make: the leaſt. 


Change and Alteration in the Nature of Things. If 


Matters are not in themſelves of great Conſequence and 


Impoetance, all the Conſideration” in the World will 
not render them ſuch; and it they be really fo, they 
ought, for that Reaſon, to be duly and ſeriouſly con- 
ion we are now upon is, 


whether there be a future State in which an eternal and 
inconceivable Happineſs is reſerved for the Righteous, 


and everlaſting and unutterable Torments prepared for 


the Wicked; there is nothing which deſerves a di- 


1 * and mare yaa. if this does oy 
Firh, 


8 * 8 


* * * * * 


* — 4 8 


as not to live in this Would, Bt” to die again, but to aſcend i in. \ His 
glorified Body up to Heaven, there to live for ever, and never to 
die more: Which is ſo peculĩar to our Saviour, that no Man yet ever 


had the Impudence to pretend to it. 2 
Sherlock on the Immortality of the Soul, &c. p 233, 2 34. 


PREFACE 
Fir, then, I carneftly beg all ſuch Perſbns to tone" 
ider, Whether they do firmly — and RT 


the Truth and Certainty of thar Goſ which they 


feſs, and in which the Doctrine of the Soul“ — on 
lity and à future State is ſo clearly delivered. If t 
do believe it, let them call to mind, that the Hate 
Gay i the Holy Rules and Preceprs of it will not 
went the greateſt Blemiſh upon their Character 
55 — ſince there is nothing which deſerved- 
y renders Men fo ridiculous and contemptible, as a ma · 
nifeſt and deliberate Contradiction of their moſt ſolemn 
Engagements and Profeſſions (which occaſioned that 
remarkable Saying of Picus Mirundula (ec), vis. That 
pet = nm Atheiſt was the © greateſt Prodigy but one, 
that was the praffical Atheiſt ) but they will al 
by this means expoſe themſelves to a more heavy and 
fevere Damnation, as is very evident from — plain 
and expreſs Paſſages of Holy Scripture (ff). And if 
they do not heartily believe it, they would do well to 
examine carefully into the Proofs and Evidences of this 
excellent Religion, by reading ſome of the beſt Books 
which have been wrote upon this Subject, and never 
give over their Enquiries till they find that they are 
ly and deeply rooted and grounded in the 


a 0 
Perſuaſion and Acknowledgment thereof. For other- 


wiſe, if they have any conſiderable Doubts and Suſpi- 


cions in their Minds relating to this Matter, they will 


ſcarcely be prevailed upon to practice the ordinary Du- 


ties, 52 much leſs to ſubmit to the hard and painful 


Exerciſes of Religion, which in many Conditions and 
Circumſtances will be ſtrictly thin goo of them ; fince 
what the Apoſtle hath _ the Qualifications of 

Prayer, 
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(ze) Vide : Hammord's Reaſonablereſs of the Chrisian Rel'g'on 
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f) See rarticularly, Matth. xi co to 25. john xv. 22. Acts xvii 
30, 31. Heb. ii. 2, 3. Chap. x. 26, &c. 
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Prayer, will equally hold with regard to all other Chri- 
ſtian Duties, viz. The double. minded Man is unſtable in 


all bis Ways, James i. 8. And for this Reaſon, ſince 
the Subject I am now treating upon is of all others the 
moſt important and momentous, there can notiing be 
ſaid in Excuſe of thoſe Men who ſhall neglect to g. 


it a deep and ſerious Conſideration. 

In the ſecond place, I would mightily. deſire all woch 
Perſons, when they apply their Minds to the Examina- 
tion of this great Point, that they would conſider it im- 
partially, and take the utmoſt Care to diveſt. them- 
ſelves of all Prejudice and corrupt Affections: For other- 


wiſe, if any vitious Inclination or impure Deſire prevails in 
them, it will have a ſtrange and powerful, tho* perhaps 
inſenſible Effect and Influence upon their Judgments. 
And it will be as impoſſible for them, in ſuch a Caſe, to 


perceive and reliſh the plaineſt and cleareſt Truths, as 
for a weak and ſore — to behold the brighteſt and 
moſt ſplendid Objects (gg). And it will be of great 


Uſe to them, in this particular Caſe, to recollect, that 


2 hath not the leaſt Dependance upon the Will as 
to its Reality, but only as to its Diſcovery : What a 
great Author hathr judiciouſſy obſerved concerning the 
Being of God, and the Immortality of the Soul, hold- 
ing equally with regard to a future Judgmentand ever- 
laiting Retributions, vz. The Dofrine is either true, or 
it is not, before «we begin to think of it (bh). And there- 
fore, if there be a future Judgment and everlaſting Tor- 


ments prepared for Sinners in another World, it will 
be of no Service at all to any Chriſtians, nor adminiſter 


the leaſt Ground of Safety and Security to them in the 
Practice of Sin and Wickedneſs, that they have often- 


times 122 Doubts and Suſpicions in their Minds con- 


cer ning 
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cerning the Truth of this important Doctrine; when; 
if they would carefully examine into their Hearts, they 
— 7 that thoſe. Doubts and Suſpicions were not 
derived from any; juſt and good Reaſons, but an 
own depraved and corrupt Affections. x 

Third, I would: farther entreat ſuch Perſons — 
"ſider the invaluable Nature and Excellency of the Soul, 
which too many: Chriſtians expoſe to the utmoſt: Hazard 
and Danger, forthe fake of the.trifling Intereſts and Plea- 
ſures of this World. I is not only made à little lower 
than the Angeli, Pſal. viii. g. and created in the: Image of 
God himſelf, Gen. i. 27. but it hath alſo been redeemed 
by: the precious Blood of Chriſt, i Pet. i. 19. than which 
nothing can poſſibly give us a greater Idea of the immenſe 
Worth and Dignity of it. And for this Reaſon St Paul, 
who : himſelf was unqueſtionably the greateſt Orator 


this World ever produced (ii), could not find a ſtronger 
Argument to diſſuade Men from the heinous Sin of of- 
fending their Brother, than that hereby they would de- 
ſtroy him for whom Chriſt died, Rom. xiv. 15, And 


therefore, let all Chriſtians conſider well, before they 
give themſelves up to the Plealures of Sin, how they 
will reconcile it with common Prudence and Diſcretion, 
to part with ſo great and ĩneſtimable a Treaſure at any 
rate, and much leſs 10 ſell it for nought, as the Prophet 


ſpeaks, Jſa. li. 3. ſince our Bleſſed Saviour, who beſt 


knew the Value of an Immortal Spirit, hath aſſured us, 
that a Man would in no wife be profited, i. e. he would 


. ſuffer the greateſt and moſt inconceivable Damage, tho" 


he ſhould gain the whole World, if tor that be ſhould loſe 
His own Soul, Matth. xvi. 2. 


And, in the fourth and laſt Place, ſince after all that 
can be faid, it mult be acknowledged, that preſent and 
ſenſible T bing have a —_ * and Influence upon 


us 


— 


(ii) See Act xiv. 11, 112. a 2 21 7 Auxerss, ard d 450 
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A than thoſe uhich art future and ſpiritual (and 1 


fear the very beſt of Men find this to be too true by 


their on Experience) in order therefore to remedy 
of a future Judgment and ing Retributions may 
more powerfully affect us, I would carneſtly exhort and 
ad viſe — 3 to think and meditate 
upon theſe Points, and to ſet apart ſore particular 
Seaſons for a more — — 
and Attention to them. For which Meditation, that 
the Lord's Day is not only a fit and proper Opportuni- 
ty, but alſo that it is the neceſſary andi -enſibile Duty 
of that holy Feſtival, I hope I have fully ſhewn in a 
Diſcourfe upon that Subject: In one Chapter of which 
Book, I think I have clearly proved. that a cloſe and 
regular Meditation upon theſe great Points of our Reli- 
gion, is abſolutely neceſſary to give them that Effect 
and Influence upon the Mind, which God defign*d'in 
the Revelation of them. At preſent, the bettet to aſ- 


certain and ſecure the beneficial Conſequences of ſuck 


Meditation, it will be of great Uſe and Service to them 
frequently to conſider, that if the trifling and tranſitory 
 Enjoyments of this World do often adminifter ſo much 

Pleaſure and Satisfaction totheir Minds, they muſt needs 
- be infinitely delighted and: tranſported with thoſe Joys 
and Glories which ſhall be everlaſting, and to which 
the moſt perfect and refined Entertainments of this Life 
do not bear the leaſt Proportion. And the beſt Courſe 
that any Chriſtians-can take at preſent, to gain the Ad- 
vantage of this Reflection, is to imagine now and then, 
as ſtrongly as they can, that they were ſtanding before 
the Great Tribunal ready to receive their ſimmal Doom; 
and that before the terrible Sentence of departing from 
. God's Preſence ſhould be pronounced againtt them, 

they ſhould have a clear and diſtinct View and Repre- 
ſentation of the Glory and Happineſs of the Heavenly 
Kingdom diſplay*d unto them, and ſhould ſee Mrabam, 


 » Jfaec, and Jacob, and. all the Prophets and righteous 


Men admitted into that Kingdom, and themſclves 
| | thruſt 
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der the infinite Weigh 
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thruſt out for eyer: And then from that vaſt-Conſulion 


— — 9 ery, ye rehenſion of 
ſuch a,dreadiul, Loſs and Damage; which, thoꝰ they 


ſhould ſhed. Rivers of Tears in Sorrow and Concern, for | 


it, can never And ſo, on the other ſide, 


| 3 — — and influenced by the 


2 of future and eternal Puniſnments, they 
and conſider ſeriouſly with themſelves, 


—— 2 unealy and diſconſolate they al- 


ways ate, when under the Senſe of any ſharp and acute 


Pains and Miſery, eſpecially if it be of long Continu- 
ance ; and what a terrible Condition they would think 


it to be, were they no- condemned any of them for 
their Sina and Iniquities, to endure the raging and per- 
pttual Torment 3 Cbolick, or | Stone, for 
ten thouſand. Years./ And yet, as a very pious and ex- 


Pains to: the Tur ments and Perpeſſans of Hell; „enn. 


ratiam of ten thonſand Tears ta thoſe; Ages of Ages? 


It s in this Manner we ought frequently and fails; 


to think and meditate upon a future Judgment and e- 


Netributioms; and from remembring ho- 
nughtily we are affected by the ſhort and trifling Plea. 
ſures and Pains. of this Life, we ſhould be led to conſi- 
t and Importance of thoſe Beati- 
tudes and Sufferings which —— be everlaſting. And un- 
lefs ſomething of this Nature be done by us, by frequent 
and profound Meditation (in the Method and Meaſure. 
of which every one muſt be left to his own Prudence and 
Diſcretion). we may read the Bible as often as we pleaſe, 
and hear Sermons every Day of our Lives, and I will be 
bold to ſdy, we ſhall be but little the better for them; 
and the Joys and Glories of Heaven, and the Pains and 


AW; ' Torments 
0 Ra $ Phyſics. Theologea Dicoures, p. 445 


cellent Author well obſerves (it), #/hat are any of theſe. 
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Torments of Hell. tho” it could be ſuppoſed that they 
were much greater than they are, will. be nothing more 
to us than à mere Sound and Tol of Words, and will 

never malte ſueh a deep and laſting Impreſſion upon us, 
a8 is abſolutely neceſſary to the hom. mc and —— 


Practice of Piety — HN buf s 10 917 53; . 
And thus much 1 theught proper ro obſerve by 4 ; 
of Preparation! to the e rmons, and t has che Je 


Reader may receive the . Benefit and Adv 
from thè Peruſal of them? And if any one ſhall — wa 
this Prefice as being too long, and very diſproportionate 
to che Piſeourſes themſelves, I ſhaltobly ſay this in Re- 
turn, that as theſe Diſcourſes were chiefly deſign'd for the 
common People, I thought it would be but to very little 
Furpoſe to repreſemt to them the Arguments of à future 
Judgment, and the Qualities and Ingtedients of Eternal 
Happineſs and Miſery, if I could not at the ſame Time 
prevail upon them to ſuch a due and ſeridus Conſidera- 
tion of theſe important Points, as is entirely neceſſaryi to 
give them their proper. Force and Energy, — we find 3 
in Fact that it is not for want of believingandt acknow- 
ledgin theſe great Truths, that che Generality even ; 
of profeſs d Chriſtians lead ſich careleſs, wicked and dif. | 
ſolute Lives, but for want of thinking frequently upn 
them and ſeriouſiy attending to the juſt Effects and Con- 5 
ſequences of them. And as this was the true Reaſon why ; 
I have ſo long inſiſted upon this Matter in this Preface, . 
fo' if what is here laid down ſhall be ſo far of uſe to any „. 

good Chriftian; as to engage him to ſuch a deep and re- 1 
gular Meditation upon theſe great Articles of our Faith, 
which Lam now going to treat upon, as ſhall render 
them effectual to theuniverſal Practice of Piety and Vir- 
tue, and thereby in the End procure the Salvation of his 
immortal Soul, let him give God the Praiſe and Glory 
for the Benefit he hath received, and I have the End 
which T propoſed in the writing of this Preface, and 
ſhould in no wiſe repent of my IA cho! it were 
ten times longer than it is. 4 

— SERMON 
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| Acts xvi. 
The former Part of z iſt Verſe. 


Becauſe He hath appointed a Day in which He 
will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, © 


N the foregoing Part of this Chapter we read, 
chat St Paul diſputed and preached at Athens, 

and inſtructed the Athenians in the true Nature 

of That God whom they ignorantly adored,and 
of That Service and Worſhip which was due to him; as 
viz. that He made this World by His Power, and go- 
verned It by His Providence; and that as He is Him- 
felf a Spiritual Being, He cculd not be worſhipped by 


any ſenſible Images, but in a ſpiritual Manner. And, 


upon this Occaſion the Apoſtle obſerves, that tho?- the 
natural Reaſon of Mankind might have led them to 
ſuch a Senſe of God and His Perfections, as would have 
directed them in the true Manner of worſhipping Him, 
and fully ſhewn them the great Danger of Sin, and the 
Certainty of a future Judgment; yet ſince in Fact, thro? 
the Corruption of Man's Nature, the Weakneſs of Hu- 
man Reaſoning, and the * and Number cf bay) 
| 5 


Examples, —— 22 kind were ſunk into 
an extreme Ignoranc le great Principles; it pleas'd 
God in His n inite Goodneſs. to. wink at this. Igno 
and upon thoſe Accounts to pardon the Miitakes and 
Tranisreftiors of Men; But now that God. hath made 
a full and clear Revelation of His Will by Jeſus Chrift, 
and in particular hath diſcovered to us the Truth and 
Certainty of a Future Judgment; he will deal quite o- 
therwiſe with Mankind. Nou, ſaith the, Apoſtle, He com- 
mandeib all Men every where to + ew becauſe He bath 
appointed a Day in which He will judge the Warld in 
Righteouſuſi by That Man whom he hath ordained. The 
Doctrine of a Future Judgment is of ſo great Weight, 
and hath ſuch a Commanding Force and Influence upon 
our Affections, that where- ever it is duly received and 
entertained (eſpecially by Us Chriſtians, who acknow- 
ledge the Conſequence of it to be an Eternal State af 
Inexpreſſible Happineſs. or Miſery). it muſt, needs be a 
moſt powerful Means to excite Men to repent- of their 
Sins, and to amend their Lives, that thereby they may 
be qualified to appear before the great Tribunal. 

In order then to bring about theſe good Ends, ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the Happineſs of Mankind, I ſhall 
at preſent diſcourſe upon this great Article of our Faith, 
from the Words which I have read to you, Becauſe He 
hath appointed a Day in which He will judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs. That Feſus Chriſt is ordained of God to 

be the Judge of the Quick and Dead. That the-Day 
of Judgment 15 to be at the End of the World That 
all Mankind are to ſtand before His Seat of Judgment, 
and ſhall then give a ſtrict Account of all their Actions 
done in the Body, Sc. Theſe Things are fo plainly- 
and frequently revealed in Holy Scripture, that it is im- 
poſſible any Chriſtian can be ignorant of them, and 
therefore it will be needleſs to inſiſt upon them. I ſhalt 
therefore at this Time only treat of a Future Judgment 
itielt; and this becauſe, tho? there is no Chriſtian a- 
mong us who will not readily acknowledge the — 
| | 8 
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1 
of this Doctrine, rt It is much to be feardd, chere are 


bar very few who duty umd ceux nend bo the vaſt. 


ce and Conſequenets thereof, 

In ſpeaking then to this Point, I fall firſt enqu ire 
hut Proofs und BVickentes. We have of the Truth und 
Oertainty of a Future Judgment; And, ſecondly, What 
Effuct and influence the Conſideration of this Parciculat 
dught to have upon ds. And, 

Fit, What Proofs and Evidegees de have of the 
Truth and Certainty of a Futere Judgment. = 
theſe 'Proofs. and Evidences are of two Sorts. I,, Ra 
tional Proofs ; and, 24%, ſuch as are Hiſtorical. - Ihe 
firft Kind of Proofs are ſuch as are entirely drawn from 
the Teſtimony of Natural Reaſon; the ſecond are de- 
rived from the Authority and Decharatiens of God's 
Word. And, % then, Let us Eneire what” Proofs 
and Evideno& ef a Future Judgment are to be drawn 
from the Teſtimony of Natural il Reaſon. Now there 
are four Things of this Kind; which have been always 
thought by the wiſeſt of Men to be ſufficient Proofs, 
or at leaſt very clear and 1 Intimations of this 
Matter. 14 "3 

e. That Man is by Nature an accountable Crea- 


| rave, 24y, The Natural Preſages of Man's Conſcience; 


3a The Eſſential Difference between Good and Evil, 
with the Natural Notions which we have of 

God: And qthly, and lady, The External A 
rances of Providence in the Adminiſtration and Go- 
verninent of this World. I ſhall ſpeak as EP 15 . 

well can to each of them (a). And, 

Fit, It is a good Evidence and Intimation of a Fu- 
ture Judgment, that Man is by Nature an accountable 
B 2 | Cre 9 
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(% If the Reader woultl geßire to ſee theſe Parti ulars ſully con- 
ſidered, and enl iged upon, he may fir d it done io hi Sa- isfaction in 
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61 
tions, which are neceſſary to render any Being accoun- 
table; all which may juſtly be aſcribed to the State aud 
Condition of Mankind. 
The firſt Qualification is, That he be endued with a 
Principle of Reaſon, i. e. that he be ſenſible of the 
Difference between Good and Evil; that he can conſi. 
der the Nature and Conſequences of his Actions, and 
underſtand the particular Ends and Deſigns which he 
aims at in the doing of them. It is for Want of this 
Property, that the Brute Creatures are nat accountable 2 
For being led entirely by Inſtinct, i. e. by a ſtrong and 
invariable Impreſſion made on them by their Creator, 
by which they are carried on to their proper Actions, 
without any diſtinct Knowledge of the End and Deſign 
of them; they are therefore not accountable for them. 
And upon the ſame Ground Ideots and Madmen are 
not accountable, inaſmuch as they are not induced to 
thoſe Things which they do by any Principle of Know- 
ledge and Reaſon, but by a ſtrong and violent Ii 
of Fancy and Imagination, But Man is endued with 
4 Principle of Reaſon, he is duly ſenſible of the Dif- 
ference between Good and Evil. When he performs 
any Actions, he does or may underſtand far what Ends 
and Deſigns he performs them, and what are the true 
Nature and Conſequences of them; and therefore he is 
accountable to God for theemꝛmm. 
The ſecond Qualification which renders any Being 
accountable, is, That he hath a Law given to him as the 
Rule and Meaſure of his Actions. Without this all 
Actions are indifferent; it being & Maxim of Eternal 
Reaſon what St Paul obſerves, Rom. iv. 13. Where 
| there is no Law, there is no Tranſereſſion, But now 
Man hath a Law given to him by God, to be the Rule 
of his Actions: And this Law is very plain and eaſy to 
be underſtood; It is interwoven in the very Frame of 
his Nature, and written in Mens Hearts, as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, Rem. ii. 15, And thoſe who enjoy the 
x Light 


* 


0 1 
15 of Holy Seripture, have yet a further Law given 
to them therein by divine Revelation; and therefore, 
ſince Man hath a i a given to him by God, by which 
he may guide and regulate his- Actions, he is accoun- 
table to God for the Tranſgreſſion of it. A 

The third Thing which makes any Being to become 
— is, That he be not impelled to any Thing 
which he performs by Neceſſity or Fate, but that he 
be endued with a Principle of Liberty and Freedom 
in the Choice of his Actions. Whatever Being acts by 
Neceſſity, cannot in a Moral Senſe be ſo properly faid 
to act, as to be acted upon by that which is the Cauſe 
of ſuch Neceſſity. But Man hath no Force or Neceſſity 
laid upon him in any of his Moral Actions; he is ab- 
ſolutely at Liberty to act as he pleaſes; he not only un- 
derſtands the Difference between Good and Evil, but 
he hath ſufficient Power, by the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Grace, to refuſe the Evil, and to chooſe the Good; 
Ja. vii. 15. and therefore, it in this Matter he makes 
a wrong Choice, he ſhall be anſwerable to God for 
the Abuſe of his Li 

Fourthly and laſthy, Theother Qualification which will 
render any Being accountable for his Actions, is, That 
he be an Inferiour and Dependent Being, ſubje&t to the 
Authority and Dominion of ſome other Perſon. With- 


out this Dependency of ſome upon others, all Beings will 


be alike. I do not mean that in this Caſe any of them will 


have a Right to tranſgreſs the Laus of Nature and 


Reaſon, which will be for ever obligatory upon the 
higheſt Governour, as well as the meaneſt Subject in 
the Univerſe. But I mean that in caſe of ſuch Tranſ- 
greſſion, if there be no Superiority of Power and Do- 
minion in ſome above others, there will be no one who 


will have a proper Right and Authority to call others 
to an Account for ſo doing. Man is therefore plainly 


an accountable Creature, as he is immediately d 


epen- 
dent upon God, his great Creator and ſupreme Lord 


> my Governour. And God hath given him ſuch 3 


(6) 


De Takem of. chi his e Hit 
not only by many and car Diſcoveries of the Rela 
tion which he bears to Him, -but-alſo hy the moſt ma- 


nifelt Convictions of the ablolute Weakneſs and Infu fl 


ciency of his Condition, without the gontingal. ] 
tion of His good Providence, that he naaſt needs be in a- 
eat Meaſure ſenſible of it ; and therefore if he who) is 
— entirely ſubject to the Authority of God, as his Crea- 
tor and Governour, and depends every Moment upon 


His good Providence, ſhall violate Us Laws, and 


tranſgrefs His Commandments, he may. r * 
pect to be called to an Account for fo doing. 

Since then Man is thus plainly an accountable Crew 
ture, we may from hence eaſily diſcover the Truth and 
Certainty. 1 a Future Judgmen 
accountable for his * nn and God Himſelf, the 
Creator of all Things, hath made him ſo, we have 


| 9 0 very good Reaſons to conclude, that = 


m to an Account for them: Otherwiſe, 
dealing with Man would not conlider him as he rally 
is, nor treat him according to that Nature and thoſe 
Properties with which He hath endued him; which is 
abſurd to ſuppoſe of ſuch a Being, as is infinite in Wik 
dom as well as Power; and in the Event would make 
little or no Diſtinction between the Condition of Man- 
kind and the brutal World, Since then it is manifeſt, 
that God will call Men to an Account for their Actions, 
and ſince (as will be ken, hereafter) this is not done in 
any tolerable Meaſure in this Lite; it remains, that 
there mult be a Future State, in which all Men ſhall bg 
brought to Judgment, and finally rewarded or puniſhes 
according to their Works. But, 

Seco Another Proof of a Future Ae 
which we bave from Reaſon, is taken from the Natu- 
ral Preſages of Man 's Conſcience, i. e., the ſecret. Plea- 
ſure and De Delight 4 Men take in doing Good, and 
the ſectet Uncaſineſs and Torment which ſprings up in 


their Minds from doing * the Natural Hopcs = 
they 


t. For ſince Man is 


* 


} 


(7) 

and the Natural Horrour and Dread of His Diſpleaſute 
from the other. That there are ſuck Natural Freſages 

in the Conſciences of Mankind, the very Atheiſts them- 
ſalves will not deny: They are often ſenſible of the 
Power and Influence of them in Thermſelves, as well as 
other Men. But then they affirm, that theſe. Preſages 

are not ewing to Nature, but to the Force of Cuſtom 
and Education, and to the Craſt and Policy of Princes; 
in which Poſition they have been ſufficientiy confuted 
by many Learned Men (5) : and I am well aſſured, 
that I could eaſily ſhew the Folly and Abſurdity of that 
Notion, if it were worth my while to do ſo. I ſhall 
only obſerve. at nt, that if any Man will look a- 
broad into the World, and ſee what paſſes in the Minds 
of other Men as well as his own, he will ſoon- be con- 
vinced of this Truth; and will judge with the Pro-. 
Phet, That, as on the one Side, the Wicked are like tha 
treubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, and, there is no Peace 
to the Wicked, fo on the other Side, the Hork of Righ- 
teauſneſs. ſhall be. Peace, and the: Effet? of Righteouſneſs, 
RQuietneſs and Afſurance for ever. Va, lvii. 20. 21. 
chap. xxxii. 17. And indeed this Notion is ſo natu- 
ral and agreeable to the beſt Senſe and Judgment of 
Mankind, that in the Writings of the: moſt ancient 
Philoſophers as well as the Poets, we have many large 
and excellent Paſſages in Proof of it, which are con- 
tinually referred to by Divines, when they treat upon 
this Subject. Nom theſe natural Preſages in the Con- 
ſciences. of Men. do not only ſnew, that they really be- 
heve and acknowledge a. Future Judgment, and — 
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(5) 'Quid ? Ii qui dixerunt totam de Diis Immortalibus Opinia- 
nem ſictam eſſe ab Hominibus ſapientibus Reipublice Cauſa, ut quos 

atio non poſſet, Eos ad Officium Religio duceret: Nonne omnem 

elig onem funditùs ſuſtulerunt? Cir. de Nat. Deor. lib. 1 Sce 
alto Dr Cudvorths Iutellett. Syſtem. p. 691, &c. TillotJan, Vol. I. 
p. 1 Biſhop Leng's Bople's Lectures, Sermon V. 
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firm all the other natural Arguments thereof; which are 
drawn from Man's being made an accountable Crea- 
ture, from the Effeftial Difference between Good and 
Evil, and from the unequal Diſtributions of God's Provi- 
dence in this J ife 3 (for otherwiſe there could be no juſt 
Ground for theſe Preſages in the Mind) but they are alſo 
of themſelves « clear and full Intimation of the Truth and | 
Certainty of this Doctrine. For ſince the Wife Creator. 
of all Things hath implanted ſuch ſtrong Suſpicions and 
Apprehenſions of a Future Judgment in the Minds of 

Men, we may rationally: conclude from hence, that 
there will be ſuch a Future Judgment; for otherwiſe He 
hath implanted theſe Apprehenſions in Mens Minds 
utterly in vain, and they will in the End prove no- 
thing but Diſappointment and Deluſion, But ſuch 
a Thought as this is very unworthy of God, of whoſe 
Works we may juſtly fay, that in Wiſdom He hath 
made them all; Pſal. civ. 24. and adjuſted them in the 
moſt exact Order, Meaſure and Proportion I 
Thirdly, Another natural Proof and Evidence of a q 

Future Judgment is taken from the Eſſential Difference 
between Good and Evil together with the natural No. 
tions which we have of God. That there is an Eſſen- 
tial Difference beween Good and Evil, founded in the 
Nature of Things, without any Regard to poſitive 
Law and Inſtitution, i. e. that ſome Things are in their 
own Nature good and beneficial to Mankind, and o- 
thers naturally evil and deſtructive to them, is ſo plain 1 
and obvious a Truth, that it hath never been called in = i 
Queſtion but by Atheiſts and Infidels; and thoſe Per- 
fons who have denied it, have always run themſelves 
into an expreſs Contradiction upon this Point, as all 
the Learned Defenders of natural Religion have clear- 
ly ſhewn. And indeed That Man muſt be utterly aban- 
doned and deſtitute of common Senſe and Reaſon, 
who will deny, that the Practice of Moral Righteouf- 
neſs and Equity, of Friendſhip, and Peaceableneſs, and 
Charity, are good in themſelves, and tend to the Be. 
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(9) 
nefit and Happineſs, of Human Society; and on the 
other Side that Unrighteouſneſs and Perfidy, and Un- 
charitableneſs and Cruelty, ate in themſclves Evil, and 
effect the Ruin and Deſtruction of it. Since then there 
is ſuch an Eſſential Difference between Good and Evil, 
we may hence diſcover a very clear Proof and Intima- 
tion of a Future Judgment. 11. +2 rm 
For it hath ever been the natural Senſe and Thought 
of Mankind, that what is Good ſhould be rewarded; 
and what is Evil puniſhed ; and moreover, ſince God 
who is a moſt exact Obſerver of Mankind, is Himſelf 


Eſſentially Holy, and ſince the effential Holineſs of 
God , manifeſtly implies, that He is a great Lover of. 
Good Men, and hath the utmoſt Abhorrence of ſuch as 


are Evil; (which He could not with any Propriety be 
ſaid to be, if He ſhould not make a ſuitable Diſtinction 
between them by Rewards and Puniſhments) and ſince, 
as hath been already obſerved, this is not ſufficiently 
accompliſh'd in this Life, it clearly follows that it ſhall 
be fully perfected and compleated in the Lite to come, 
when all Men ſhall be brought before the righteous 
Tribunal of God, and finally judged according to their 
Deſerts. 1 fl | 1 | 
Abi and Jafty, The laſt Proof and Evidence which 

we naturally have of a Future Judgment, is taken from 


the External Appearances of God's Providence in the 


Government of the World. Now that God is no un- 
concerned Spectator of Human Affairs, but that He 
does at preſent paſs a Judgment upon the Actions of 
Men, hath been frequently inferred from ſeveral Conſi- 
derations, as particularly from God's making Men of 
ſuch a Nature and Frame, as that natural Good and 
Evil ſhall be the certain Conſequence of moral Good 
and Evil, i. e. that Men ſhall be always in a great 


Meaſure made Happy or Miſerable, according as they 
live, either in the Practice of Virtue or Wickedneſs, 


and that from the natural Tendency of Virtue or Vice 
to che Happineſs or e Mankind. 2d). From 
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poſed in all Ages of the World, is very 


of the molt profligate and abandoned Sinners do flouriſh 


a”, > W 


the inward Judgment of Conſcience which Men paſs 


upon their Actions, as was before remarked. 


From the Inftitution of Civil Government for the Re- 


ſtraint and Coercion of Vice and Wickedneſs; and laſt 
of all, from the frequent Interpoſitions of Providence 
in the rewarding of good Men, and the Puniſhment of 
the wicked. And that God hath thus re 

| clear and evi- 
dent from the Experience of Mankind, and from all 
Hiſtory both ancient and modern. And in the ei ⁴ 
Hiſtory, as delivered in the Bible, which (ſetting aſide 
its Divine Authority) might upon many Accounts be 
eaſily proved to be more credible and certain than any 


other Hiſtory, we ſee this Truth made evident to a De- 


monſtration: For therein we find that God did for many 
Years together preſide over That People, as their ſole 


and immediate Governour, and conſtantly interpoſe by 


preſent. Rewards or Puniſhments, according to their 
B-haviour ; Inſomuch that Men might juſtly ſay with 
the Pfalmiſt: Verily there is a Reward for the Righteous, 
doubtleſs there is a God that judgeth the Earth, Pfal. Iviii. 


11. Since then it is very manifeſt, that God does at 


preſent judge the World, we may with good Reaſon 
conclude, that He will judge it hereafter ; unleſs the 


judgment of God in this preſent World is peremptory 


and final, which it cannot be for this plain Reaſon, be- 
cauſe tho* in many Caſes God does at preſent judge the 
Actions of Men, yet there are alſo very many in which 
He does not ſeem to judge them at all. Tho' He of- 
ten interpoſes by immediate Rewards and Puniſhmeats, 


there are nevertheleſs many good Men left unrewarded, 


and many Evil Men unpuniſned. Innocence is too 
frequently abuſed and oppreſſed, while the Oppreſſor 
glories and triumphs in his Villany, Many of the 
Paſt and moſt righteous Perſons are perſecuted even for 
Righteouſneſs Sake, and expoſed” to the heavieſt and 
molt ſevere Afflictions, whilſt at the ſame Time many 


and 


(1) 


and abound in all werldly Happiness and Proſperity. 


This is a Truth that hath been carefully obſerved in all 
Ages of the World; (c) and we find the P/alnift him- 


elf bitterly complaining of it. Pſal. lxxiii. Now, 


not to mention that many wiſe and good Reaſons may 
at preſent be given for this Diſpenſation, we may from 
hence, and from what hath been ſaid upon this Head, 
diſcover a clear Proof and Intimation of a Future Judg- 
ment. For ſince, as J have already ſhewn, God judges 
the Actions of Men at preſent, and ſince this His Judg- 
ment is not Final, it is very evident that God does 
now judge the World no further than is neceſſary to the 
Well-being and Government thereof; but reſerves the 
full and compleat Diſtribution of Juſtice to the next 
Life; in which all the Difficulties of Providence ſhall 
be explained, all the Irregularities rectified, and all 
Things ſettled and adjuſted according to the Everlaſting 
Laws of Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Truth, 1 
Theſe are the natural Proofs and Evidences which 
we have of a Future Judgment: And they are ſo very 
rational and agreeable to the beſt Senſe and Apprehen- 
ſion of Mankind, that we find all Men in all Ages of 
the World (ſome few Infidels excepted) have agreed in 
the Belief and Acknowledgment of this great Prin- 
ciple (d). But tho? the ancient Pagaus did aſſent to the 
Doctrine of a Future Judgment, and inferred the —_ 
n 0 


(c) Dies deficiat, ſi velim numerare quibus bonis mae evenerit ; 
nec minus, fi commemorem, quibus improbis optime. Cic. de Nat. 
Dearum. lib. iii. | 

Non hie tempora noſtra querimur ut ſolent infælices, aut Sæculum 
hodiernum pre aliis Ferreum dicimus : Antiquum obtinet Mundus, 
Conſule qmnjum temporum, omnium geutium Faſtos, Romances, Græ- 
eas, quoſcunque velis, ubique reperies Socratas & Catones, viros exi- 
mios, moribus animique dotibus & indole fingulares, iniqua te op- 
preſſos. Hos odit-vulgus prophanum & obſtreperum : Calumniis in- 
ſectantur invidi. Nec facile patiuntur liberale ingenium, virtutis & 
veritatis tenax, re um potentes & tyranj. Hic re um noſtrarum 
latus, Burnet, de Sta'u Mart uorum & Refargentiam. cap. 2. p. 4. 
F id. etiam Simp!ic. in Epictetum, cap. 38. p 212. 

4% See Pear jon of tue Creed with the Notes. p. 295» 
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| (72) | 
of it from the Reaſons and Arguments before-mentioned ; 
yet there were but few in Compariſon, who were able 
to deduce theſe Arguments and - Obſervations ; and 
therefore the main Ground which the Generality of the 
Feathens had for this Belief, was the Tradition of their 
+ Anceſtors, And moreover the Philoſophers themſelves | 
did often expreſs great Doubts and Uncertainty about T2 
the Truth of this Matter, and the Doctrine of a Future 1 
Judgment was ſo darkened and obſcured by the Fic- 
tions of the Poets, that upon theſe Accounts it had 
but little Force and Influence upon the Minds of Men; 
inſomuch that after all that can be ſaid, the moſt con- 
vincing and effectual Proof of this Doctrine, is to be 
taken from Divine Revelation; which is the ſecond 
Thing I propoſed to conſider in Teſtimony and Con- 
viction thereof, l | 
Now as to the Old Teſtament, it muſt be owned 
that we have not ſuch clear Proofs and Evidences of a | 
Future Judgment from That, as we have from the 4 
New Teſtament; ſince the expreſs Promiſes and Threat- 
nings of the Law did only relate to Temporal Things. 
But ſtill we may juſtly conclude, that the Fews had 
many more and much greater Reaſons to believe this 
Doctrine, than the Gentiles had. For beſides that there 
are ſome Paſſages in the Law and the Prophets (e), and 
particularly that in Daz, vii. 13. which ſome learned 
Men (J) think may have a Relation to this Matter, they 
<a | "_ wi - £8; 
1%, A perfect Demonſtration of Divine Providence 1 
n the Government of their Nation, as hath been already 
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obſerved. And, as you have heard, the Belief of a Pro- N 
vidence naturally and ſtrongly implies the Belief of a | 
Future Judgment. In the next Place, they had ſeveral | 
» Kd 4 I 989 * FY Arguments N 


(e) See Lemth in his Arzoment to the 24th chap. of Jalab, and 
his Annotations on chap. z1!i yo. Pearſon on the Creed, p. 796. 
(f) Vid Maldonat. ap Pol Symp. Critic. in bc. Biſhop Pear- 
Er on the Creed p. 293. Grit. in Matt. xxvi 64. 
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Arguments and Proofs of a Future State, which were 
clearer and more evident than thoſe which the Heathens 
were acquainted with (g): As particularly the Cove- 
nant which God made with Abrabam, and afterwards 
with the whole Jeuiſb Nation, which plainly implies 
ſomething more than the 'Temporal Enjoyment of the 
Land of Canaan (b), as St Paul fully ſhews in Hebr. 
xi. and as the wiſeſt among the Fews always thought(7). 

2dly, The Tranſlation of Enoch and Elias into 
Heaven, which was a very lively and ſenſible Repre- 
ſentation of a Future State. | 

3dly, The many Paſſages and Promiſes both in the 
Law and the Prophets, which were manifeſtly figurative, 
and ſignified ſome great Bleſſings and Advantages be- 
yond what was containedin the Letter of them. | 

And, 4thly and laſtly, They had a remarkable Paſſage 
in the Prophet Daniel, (chap. xii. 2.) wherein the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, both Juſt and Unjuſt, in order 
to be eternally rewarded or puniſhed according to their 
Deeds, is expreſsly aſſerted. In the firm Belief and Con- 
filence of which great Truth was founded that admit 
rable Patience and Conſtancy of the ſeven Brethren and 
their Mother, who ſuffered in a moſt cruel and unheard 


of Manner under Antiochus Epiphanes, for refuſing to 
break the Laws of Maſes, 2. Maccab (/). 


I am ſenſible indeed, that Porphyry, that bitter 
Enemy of- the Chriſtian Religion, who exerted all 
his Strength and Parts to invalidate the Authority 
of Daniel's Prophecy, (7) applied the Sentence we 
are now conſidering to the Reſtoration and De- 
liverance of the Fews from the Oppreſſion and Perſecu- 

: n tion 
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g] See Sherlock on the Immortality of the Soul, &c. chap. iii. 

(% See Dr Clarke's Connexion of the Prophecies, p. 4, Cc. 
$/-rlock on the Immortality of tne Soul, Sc. chap. iii. H 4. where 
this Matter is very fully and clearly made out. (i) Vid. Lorwth on 
Iſaiah, lev. 4. (#) Vid. Pol Synoff. Criticor. and Whitby, on 
Matt. xxil. 32. (% Vid. Prizeaux's Connexion vol. III. p, 291, 
3 ne 
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tion of the King of Syria. And the learned Grotits 
concurs with him in this Interpretation; but yet ſo 
as to think that the Words are ſo judiciouſiy mode- 
rated and qualified, as to hint and refer to the Doctrine 
of the General Reſurrection at the laſt Day (m). But 
that this Conſtruction of Poyphyry is wholly without 
Ground, and that the Prediction of Daniel in this Place 
cannot poſſibly be underſtood of any Thing elſe than 
the ſaid General Reſurrection, hath. been by ſeveral 
learned Men very fully demonſtrated (2). All theſe 
Particulars were ſurely very weighty and forcible Ar- 
guments and Evidences to the Fezws, that there would 
be' a Future State after this Lite, and a Future State 
does ſtrongly imply a Future Judgment; ſince Men are 
called out of this World into the other, not to be made 
happy or miſerable at the arbitrary Will and Pleaſure 
of God, but to be rewarded or puniſhed according to 
their V orks: And upon. theſe Accounts there is no 
Doubt to be made, but that the ancient Fews did be- 
lieve the Doctrine of a Future Judgment, as well as 
that there would be a Future State: And accordingly 
we find that thoſe Words of God to Cain, Gen. iv. 7. 
Tf. thou deſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? And if thou 
daſt not well, Sin lieth at the Door, are by the moſt an- 
cient Jewiſh Interpreters underſtood to ſignify a Reſer- 
vation of his Sin unto the Day of Judgment (o). And 
we may obſerve more expreſsly, that before the Flood 
Enoch propheſied of a Judgment to come, ſaying z 
Behold the Lord cometh with teu thouſand of his Saints, 
to execute Fudgment upon all, &c, Jude, xiv. 15. (5) 
which Words, tho“ they might more immediately re- 
late to the Waters of the Deluge, yet had doubtleſs a 

A | _ tarther 
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() Vid. Grot. in loe. 

( Vid. Lowth and Pol. Synegf. Critic. in loc. Dr Whithy 
in Acts, xxvi. 6, 7, | | 

(e) Vid. Pearjen on the Creed, p. 296. Biſhop Patrick on Gen. 
iv. 8. (e] Vid. Gro:. in loc. 


(15) 
farther View and principal Regard to the Great and 


General Day of Judgment, and to the Deſtruction" of 


the World by Fire, as a moſt learned Prelate well ob- 
ſerves (3): To which we may add That remarkable 
Teſtimony of a Future Judgment, which we meet with 
in the Book of Judiib, chap. xvi. 17. which doubtleſs 
relates to the laſt and General Day of Judgment, be- 
Eauſe in the fame Verſe the Eternal Puniſhment and 
Torment of her Enemies is thereto adjoined and em- 
phatically deſcribed. LOB] OLDS 515 

But tho? it pleaſed God to give the Jets ſeveral 
ſtrong Intimations and ſatisfactory Evidences of a Fu- 
ture Judgment, the more effectually to incline them to 
their Duty and Obedience to Him, yet it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that they are in no wiſe to be compared 
with thoſe clear and expreſs Declarations which are 
made to us of this Matter in the New Teſtament, For 
there it is ſaid in plain and direct Terms, That it is ap- 
pointed unto Men once to die, but after this the Judgment. 
Heb. ix. 27. And in the Words of, the Text, That 
God hath appointed a Day in which He will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, We have alſo an Account there- 
in, That this Day of Judgment is to be at the End of the 
World, and that all Men that ever lived, of 'what 
Quality and Condition ſoever, ſhall be brought before 
the Judgment-Seat ; 2 Cor. v. 10: It is alfo declared 
who is to be our Judge, namely the Lord Fefus Cbriſt. 
Fohn v. 22, As xvii. 31. The Manner and Cir- 
cumſtances and Solemnity of His coming to Judgment 
are alſo fully ſet forth and deſcribed to us, as vis, That 
He ſhall come ſuddenly and unexpectedly, a5 a Thief 
in the Nigbt; 2 Pet. iii. 10. That He ſhall come with 
the Send of the Archangel, and with the Trump of God. 
1 Theſ. iv. 16. And that He ſhall be attended by his 
mighty Angels, 2 Thefſ. i. 7. And come with ta gu 
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(5) Biſhop Pearſon, ib ia. | | 
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: ſand of His Saints, Jude xiv. And to ſay no more, the 


Nature and Deſign of this Judgment and the 'impor+ 
tant Conſequences of it are fully diſplay'd and repre- 
ſented to our Minds, as vig. That all Men ſhall be 


judged for all the Things which they have done in the 


Body, 2 Cor. v. 10. and ſhall be ſentenced to a State 

of Everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery, according to their 
Works; Malt. xxy; ut, All theſe Particulars relating 
to the Future Judgment are ſo clearly diſcovered, and 
ſo frequently repeated in the New Teſtament, that it is 
impoſſible for any one to be in the leaſt acquainted wit 

this Holy Book, and to be ignorant of them. 
And thus I have ſhewn you what Proofs and Evi- 
dences we have of the Doctrine of a Future Judgment, 


I proceed now: in the ſecond Place to conſider what 


Effect and Influence the Belief and. Acknowledgment 
of a Future Judgment ought to have upon us. And, 
Firſt, In general, the Belief of a Future Judgment 


ſhould make us live under a conſtant Awe and Senſe of 


it, and ſo frequently and ſeriouſly to think and reflect 
upon it till it hath gained a due and regular Influence 
upon our hole Conduct and Behaviour. To this End 
we ſhould ſet a- part ſome particular Times and Seaſons 
for a more than ordinary Meditation upon this great 
Point, and conſider thoroughly with ourſelves the Na- 
ture and Conſequences of this Judgment, and of what 
mighty Importance it will be to our Happineſs to be 
well prepared for it, that ſo we may be prevailed upon 
thereby to a Life of univerſal Goodneſs and Virtue. 

But to be a little more particular: The Belief of this 
Doctrine of a Future Judgment ſhould chiefly and prin- 
cipally affect us in theſe four Reſpects 

1/t, We ſhould hence be perſuaded to refer all 


. Difficulties in the Adminiſtration of God's Providence 


to the Day of Judgment. There are, it muſt be con- 

feſsd, many and great Difficulties in Divine Providence, 

which have baffled the Wit of Mankind in all Ages 

of the World; and the diving too far into 1 | 
| th 


= - 
. 


(17) 0 
hath been of the moſt miſchievous Conſequence to the 
Souls of Men, as it hath thrown ſome Men into Melan- 
choly and Deſperation, and others into Atheiſm and 
Infidelity : Such as the Caſe of the fallen Angels and 
that of Alam in Paradiſe ; the extreme and univerfal 
Corruption which enſued ; the many Ages that paſſed 
before the promiſed Mefiab came, and the many Na- 
tions which are ſtill left in Pagan Darkneſs ſince His 
Coming; the great Impiety and Wickedneſs of the 
Generality of Chriſtians under the Guidance and Aſſi- 
ſtance of an Infinite and All-powerful Spirit (7); the 
innumerable Evils and Afffictions of this preſent Life; 
and eſpecially the extreme Sufferings of many of the 
very beſt and moſt righteous Men (and this endes 
for the Sake of their Piety and Virtue) whilſt many 
of the vileſt and moſt profligate Sinners do flouriſh and 
abound” in all Manner of Happineſs and Profperity 3 
And above all, the exquiſite andin tolerable Puniſhments 
which are prepared for the Wicked in the next Life, 
together with the Eternal Duration of them. All theſe, 
it muſt be owned, are very great Difficulties in Provi- 
dence, and ſuch as (tho? there may be ſufficient Satis- 
faction to be given in every one of them to the Cavils 
and Objections of Inſidels (5); yet) we ſhall never be 
able fully to clear up and explain in this World. 

Now the only way thgt I know of in this Caſe, 
both to prevent our falling into Atheiſm and Deſpera- 
tion, and to preſerve that Reverence which is due to 
the Counſels of God, is to leave all theſe Difficulties in 


D Providence 
(r) See Tillotſon, vol. II. P 11585 &c. | *. 
(s) See Dr Coneybeare's an r Simon Brown's Anſwers to Chri- 


Hianity as old as the Creation, in which all that Author's Objections a- 
gainſt Revelation under theſe Heads are fully an{wered and confuied. 
And as to the main Objection of that Author concerning the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation not being in Fact Univer{al, fee particularly Dr S. 
Clarte's Sermons at Boyle's Lectures, Part II. Prob. 7. F. 4. Sher- 
ack on Providence, 4to. chap. iv. p. 133. Gardon's Seagpons at 
Boyle's Lectures, p. 412, Oc. Dr Conrybeare's Defence, chav. viii. 
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Providence to the Day of judgment; and then wheti 
God ſhall come to judge the World, He will give ſuch 
clear and abundant Demonſtrations of His Infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs in the Adminiſtra- 
tion and Government of the Univerſe, that all Men 
and. Angels ſhall be fully convinced of the Juſtice and 

ity of all His Proceedings: And in the Words of 
the Plalmiſt, He fhall be juſtified in his Sayings, and clear 
when he is judged. Pſal. li. 4. But, 

Secondly, The Belief of a Future Judgment ought 
to make us take a moſt eſpecial Care that we do not 
indulge ourſelves. in any ſecret Sins. And there are 
many Perſons who have great Need to be parti- 
cularly caution'd in this Matter; they are very loth 
and unwilling to do any Thing amiſs in the Sight of 
Men, becauſe they are very ſenſible they ſhall be ſevere- 
ly cenſur'd and reproach'd for ſo doing; but they care 
not how many baſe and vile Practices they are guilty 
of when they are in Secret: And tho' they mutt needs 
acknowledge in ſome meaſure, that God ſees, them at 
ſuch a Time, and-is much offended and diſpleaſed with 
them, yet by ſame means or other they have but very 
lirtle Regard to His Inſpection, when they are retired 
from the World; and moreover they readily call to 
Mind, that God 1s infinitely merciful. and —— 
they make no doubt but that He will freely pardon 
them upon their true Repentance. But now, not to 
mention that nothing can be more provoking to God 
than when Men ſhew a leſs Refpect and Reverence to 
Elis Majeſty, than they do to one another, and there- 


fore that by His wiſe and juſt Providence Men are of- 


ten brought to an open Shame and Puniſhment in this 
World for thoſe very Crimes which they thought they 
 mightſafely commit in Secret; I ſay, not to mention this, 
the Folly and Danger of this Conduct is evident from 
hence, that God ſees us as well when we are in our moſt 
private Receſſes, and takes as much Notice of our 
Actions, as when we commit them upon the open 

Theatre 


1 

Theatre of the World: For the Darkneſs is no Dart: 
neſs with Him, but the Night is as clear as the Day; the 
Darkneſs and Light to Him are both alike : Pfal. cxxxix. 
12. and therefore it is not the leaſt Security to us in 
the Practice of Sin, that we commit it in Secret; for 
God plainly obſerves and diſcovers all that we do, and 
will bring every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret 
Thing whether it be good or evil. Eccl, xii, 14. 
Thirdfy, Since we ſhall all be judged at the laſt Day 
for all our Actions, this ſhould make us extremely 
careful that we do not fall into the horrid Sin of cen- 
ſuring and judging other Men. And this is a Matter 
of which the greateſt Part of Mankind have great Nerd. 
to be ſeverely admoniſned; there being but very fe 
Perſons who are not in a greater or leſs Meaſure guilty: 
of this Sin, Men are not content to judge others upon 
clear and manifeſt Convictions of Guilt, but alſo to paſs 
Sentence upon them and condemn them heavily upon 
the ſlighteſt Circumſtances and moſt diſtant Suſpi- 
cions; nay, and oftentimes without the leaſt Suſpicion 
at all, upon the ſole Ground of popular Report and 
Teſtimony. But now ſuch Perſons ſhould well conſider, 
That this Sin of Raſh Judgment is not only very great 
in itſelf, as it is founded in downright Injuſtice; but 
alſo that it is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to 
themſelves, as thereby they increaſe the Weight and 
Burthen of their own Sentence at the great Day. For 
thus we are aſſured by Chriſt himſelf, the Supreme 
Judge of Mankind ; and from this very Argument He 
cautions us againſt the dangerous Sin of Calumny and 
Cenſure. Fudge net (ſays he) that ye be not judged. 
For with what Fudgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged 1 
and with what Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be, meaſured to 
you again, Matt. vii. 1, 2. And the Apoſtle aſſures 
us, That he ſhall have Fudgement without M-riy, who 

hath fhewed no Mercy. Jam. ii. 13. 
Fourthly and laſtly, Since we muſt all appear before 
the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, let us be exceeding! y 
* D 2 _ 
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careful to prepare ourſelves for that Judgment, by a 
frequent Examination of ourſelves, and by a ſincere 
Repentance of all our Sins, and a Life of univerſal 
Holineſs and Purity: Since nothing elſe will recom- 
mend us to the Favour of our Judge at that great and 
dreadful Day. Let us diligently improve all the Ta- 
lents with which God hath entruſted us; becauſe we 
are not Proprietors but Stewards; and God will then re- 
quire us to give an Account of our Stewardſhip. Let 
us alſo watch narrowly over our Thoughts, becauſe 
God will bring every ſecret Thing into Judgment. Eccl. 
xi. 14. Aud take Heed to our Ways, that wwe offend 
not with our Tongues. Becauſe our Lord hath declared 
to us, That by our Words we ſhall be juſtified, and by 
, our Words wwe ſhall be condemned; nay, and That every 
Idle Word which Men ſhall ſpeat, they ſhall give an 
Account thereof in the Day of Judgment. Matt. xii. 
36, 37. And above all, let us take heed that we a- 
bound in all the Graces and Fruits of the Bleſſed Spi- 
Tit, and particularly that of Love to all our Brethren, 
and Charit to the Poor; ſince by this Means we ſhall 
in an eſpecial Manner obtain the Favour of our Great 
Judge at the laſt Day, as He Himſelf hath aſſured us; 
 Verily I ſay unto you, Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
Me. Matt. xxv. 45. And by this kind Diſtribution of 
our Charity, we ſhall recommend ourſelves powerfully 
to the Love of God, and lay wp in Store for ourſelves 
a good Foundation againſt the Time 10 come, that we 
may lay hold on Eternal Life, Which God of His 
Infinite Mercy grant to us all, for Jeſus Chriſt His Sake. 
m_ ; g 
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SERMON II 
Concerning the Future Puniſhment 
of the Wicked. 


Matthew xxv. 
| The former Part of the 46th Verſe. 
1 And theſe ſhall go away into Everlaſting Puniſh- 


ment. 


N my laſt Diſcourſe I treated at large concerning 

] the Doctrine of a Future Judgment, in which I 
KF ſhew?d you the Proofs and Evidences of this Doc- 
trine, both from Natural Reaſon, and the Holy Scrip- 

1 ture; and what Effect and Influence the Belief and 
1 Expectation thereof ought to have upon us. I ſhall 
now diſcourſe to you of That which will be the Conſe- 

quence of this Judgment, viz, the dreadful and incon- 

ceivable Sufferings and Torments of wicked Men in 

the next World, from the Words of our Saviour in the 

Text, And theſe ſhall go away into Everlaſting Puniſh- 

ment. And indeed I do not know of any one Conſi- 

deration which can be more powerful and effectual than 

This, to reclaim Men from their Sins and Impieties, 

and to excite them to the Practice of Es.” and 

PFirtue. 
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Virtue. For if the Belief and Apprehenſion of Eternal 


Miſery hath no Effect upon Men, I do not know 
what il And for this Reaſon St Paul calls the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt the Power of God unto Salvation, i. e. a 
very powerful Means which God hath ordained for 
that good Purpoſe, becauſe, ſays he, -the Wrath of Cod 
is "therein revealed from Heaven ogainſ all ee 
and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, Rom. 1. 16, 18. 

That this great Article of our Faith therefore may 
awaken Men to a due Senſe of their Sins, and the more 
effectually perſuade them to their Duty and Obedience, I 
ſhall at this Time treat diſtinctly of this Point; and from 
the Words which 1 have read to you ſhall firſt conſider, 
wherein conſiſts the terrible and dreadful Nature of thoſe 
Puniſhments which are prepared for the Incorrigible 
in another World, And then ſecondly, what a ſtrong 
and mighty Perſuaſive the Belief of thoſe Puniſhments 
carries in it to a Holy and Religious Life. And, 

Firſt then, Wherein conſiſts the terrible and dreadful 
Nature of- thoſe Puniſhments which are prepared for 
the Incorrigible in the next World, Now there are 
five Things laid down in Holy Scripture, as Repreſen- 
tations and Ingredients of that Miſery which ſhall be 
inflicted upon the Damned. 1f, They ſhall be eter- 
nally ſeparated from the Preſence of God, the Foun- 
tain of all Happineſs and Joy, 24h, They ſhall be tor- 
mented with all that Uneaſineſs and Vexation of Mind, 
which ariſes from the Senſe of a Guilty Conſcience, and 
from thoſe many raging Luſts and Paſſions which they 
ſhall carry with them into another World. 3dy, They 
ſhall be confined to that diſmal and loathſome Place, 
which theScripture calls by the Name of Hell, and to the 
direful and horrid Company of the Devil and his An- 


gels. 4/bly, They ſhall be puniſhed and affficted with 


the exquiſite and intolerable Pains and Torments of 
Hell-Fire, And 5thly and laſtly, They ſhall be ſubject 


to all theſe unſpeakable Miſeries and . not 
tor 


(2x) 
ſor a few-Years only, or for Ages, but for ever. Theſe 
ſhall go away into EvBRLASTING Puni 
And firſt then, the dreadful Miſery and Puniſhment 
of the Wicked in the next Life ſhall conſiſt in their 
being eternally ſeparated from the Preſence of God, 
the Fountain of all Joy and Happineſs, And this is 
the firſt Part of that Sentence which ſhall be executed 
upon the Wicked, as our Lord hath declared to us; 
Depart from me, ye Curſed. Matt. xxv. 41. And indeed 
the Miſery and Sorrow, which is contained in theſe 
Words, no one can poſſibly imagine or deſcribe. For 
to be finally ſeparated from God is to be ſe 
from Him, who is the fole Author of all Delight and 
Comfort, as He is the Creator of all Things, and as 
all Things do immediately depend upon Him. What 
the Sun is to the natural World, That and infinitely 
more is the Preſence of God to the Intellectual; and as 
upon withdrawing the Light of the Sun, the Earth 
would immediately become barren, the Plants and 
Flowers wither, the Fruits af the Ground decay, 
the Animals languiſh and die, and an univerſal Hor- 
rour and Darkneſs enſue; fo, ſhould God withdraw His 
Favour and Countenance from: the Univerſe, all Intel. 
| ligent Beings would in one Moment be filled with Vexa- 
tion and Grief, Uneaſineſs and Diſcontent, and an un- 
meaſureable Dread and Anguiſh would ſeize upon them. 
The Holy Scriptures, when ſpeaking of God's Preſence, 
always repreſent: it to us in this Light. He is there 
ſaid to be the Giver of every good Gift. James i. 17. 
He is called ihe Father of Mercies, and the God of all 
Cahſolatian. 2 Cor. i. 3. When He apeneth His Hand, 
all Things are filled with Good; and when He bideth 
His Face, they are troubled. Pſal. civ. 28, 29. Well 
| therefore might the P/a/mift cry out, Whom have I in 
Heaven but Thee, and there is none upon Earth that ] de- 
fare in Compariſon of Thee. Pſal. Ixxiii. 25, And there- 
tore ſurely to be caſt away from His Preſence muſt be 
A 


5 (24 * 

4 very ſenſible Degree of Sorrow and Miſery, as it i f 
a total Deprivation of all: Happineſs and Joy. 

But moreover, to be ſeparated from God is not on- 
ly to be ſeparated from that great and good Being; 
who hath all the Treaſures of the Univerſe in His 
Hands, but from Him alſo, who is our ſupreme Crea- 
tor, and who created us for this End, that He might 
make us for ever happy. It is to be parted from Him, 
who hath not only ” bolden us ever ſince we were born, 
Pſal. Ixxi. 6. but hath enriched: us continually with 
the Bleſſings of His Providence; from Him, who is ſo 
kind and endearing to us, as to call Himſelf our Fa- 
ther, not only as He hath made us, and provided for 


us, but alſo as He hath adopted us for His Children in 


Jeſus Chrift. Rom. viii. 15. Nay, and who loved us at 
ſo ſtupendous a Rate, as to ſend His only begotten Son 
into the World to die for us. Jobn iii. 16. And to ſay 
no more, to be ſeparated from God is not only to be 
ſeparated from that Glorious and Tranſcendent Majeſty, 
which the higheſt Angels in Heaven cannot behold 
without Extaſy and Rapture, but alſo to be ſeparated 
from that Fulineſ of "Foy, which always accompanies 
the Preſence of God, and from thoſe inconceivable 
Pleaſures which are at God's right Hand for ever more, 
P/al. xvi. 11. | 
And now, Sinner, ſtop a little while and- conſider, 
how thou wilt be able to bear the Loſs of this great 
Happineſs; and what a confounding Sight it will be to 
thee at the laſt Day, to take a View of thoſe Glories, 
which you now deſpiſe; ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, neither hath it entered into the Heart of Man 
to conceive, 1 Cor. ii. 9. And what unſpeakable Hor- 
rour and Indignation ſhall then fill thy Soul, when 
thou ſhalr thus ſtand before thy angry Lord and offended 
Judge? For if at His Reproof the very Pillars of Hea- 
ven tremble and are aſtoniſhed, ob xxvi. 11, what 
Agonies and Convulſions mult thou needs be thrown 
into, when thou ſhalt be thus ſcorned and an by 
: im, 


(#3) 
Him, and bid for ever to depart from His glorious = 
Preſence, And that which will in the higheſt Degree 
embitter and * aggravate the Grief and Sorrow of this 
Separation, will be the Senſe and Conſideration of the 
Peculiar Character and Condition of That Perſon, by 
whom this Sentence ſhall be pronounced. He is not 
only the Sovereign Lord and Governour of the Uni- 
verſe, whoſe Mercy and Goodneſs is infinite, but He 
is the Man Chrift Jeſus alſo, the Bleſſed and Compaſs 
ſionate Saviour of Mankind, who took our Nature 
upon Him for this very Reaſon, that He might ſhed 
His moſt precious Blood for the Redemption of the 
World. And to this Purpoſe the Words of a learned 
Divine of our Church are very excellent and admirable, 
What a terrible Thing ( /ays he) will it be, to be 


* condemned by the Saviour of the World ? What 


„ Tumults and Convulſions of Thoughts muſt ſuch 
Sinners labour under? They muſt be Self-condem+- 
ned; they muſt feel all the Agonies of Guilt and 
*© Deſpair, For if they could reaſonably excuſe them- 
6 ſelves, or the moſt merciful Man in the World 
could excuſe them, their Judge would excuſe them 
too. I know not how to bear the Thoughts of this, 
the very Imagination of it amazes and confounds 
* me! To be damned is a tolerable Puniſhment in 
0 . Compatiſon of being damned by the Saviour of the 
* World. And might I have been ſaved; will ſuch a 
<« Sinner ſay? Did my Saviour who is now my Judge, 
© a terrible Judge; ſhed His Blood for me? Did He 
„ purchaſe Heaven for me? And does He now 
& 'condemn me to Hell; and deſeryedly too, againſt 
His own Inclination, tho* He loſes the Purchaſe of 
His Blood by it? O Wretch that I am! Might I 
© have been ſaved? And muſt 1 be damned? And 
* damned by the Saviour of the World! What Fury 
* and Paſſion will — theſe Thoughts, is not 
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to be expreſſed. in Mods; and I pray God none of 
* may ever feel it. (a“ But, 
Serandhy, Another Part of the Miſery of wicked 
Mien in the next World will conſiſt in this, That they 

ſtull be tormented with all that Uncaſineſs and Vexa- 
tion of Mind, which will ariſe from the Senſe of a 
guilty Conſcience, and from thoſe many raging Luſts 
and Paſſions which they ſhall carry with them into the 
other World. And this is what our Bleſſed Saviour 
calls The Worm thai never dieth, Mark ix. 44. And 
| how great a Torment that is, every one of us may in 
fome Meaſure judge by our own Experience: there 
being few or none, who have not been ſo unhappy as to 
be ſubject to the Reproaches and Stings of a Gui 
Conſcience, and the Juſt Dread and Apprehenſion of 
God's Wrath and Diſpleaſure upon that Account. The 
Holy Scriptures ſet forth this Uneaſineſs to us under 
very lively Characters and Deſcriptions. Thus, ſays 
the Prophet, The Wicked are lite the troubled Sea when it 
eanuot reft.— And there is no Peace, faith my God, ta the 
Wicked, Ja. lvii. 20, 21. And the Pſalmiſt repreſen- 
ting the Wretchedneſs of his own Condition, ſpeaks 
of it in Words very Emphatical : Thine Arrows, ſays 
he, flick faſt in me, and Thy Hand preſſeth me. ſore; 
there ig no Health in my Fleſh becauſe of Thy Diſpleaſure, 
neither is there any Reſt in my Bones by Reaſon of my Sin. 
Far my Wickedneſſes are gone over my Head, and are like « 

fore Burthen too heavy for me to bear. Pſal. xxxviii. 2, 3, 4. 
And the ſame Judgment of the Ap Evil and Miſery 

of a Guilty Conſcience, we find often made by the beit 
Heathen Writers (5). And that Men might be made the 
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(e) Dean ShHerloct on a Future Judgment. p 223, 224. 
_—_ * quodcunque malo committitur, ipſi 
Diſplicet auQori. Fuvenal, Sat, 13. 

Pcena autem vehemens, ac multo ſævior illis 
Quas & Ceditius gravis invenit & Rhadamanthus. 
Nocte dieque ſuum geſtare in Pectore Teſtem. Id. ib. 


— 


more ſenfible of the ubpexkeable Agri ee Torments 
eaſed 


of a Guilty Conſcience, it bath c God to give us 


in all Ages of the World feveral remarkable Inſtances 
of ſuch Perſons, who laboured under the greateſt Agb. 
nies, and were fubjeft to the utmoſt Terrors of Mind 


upon this Occaſion. And becauſe this is a Matter whieh 


the Genetality of Mankind ſeldom cate to think of, 


and too many are apt to treat with Scorn and Ridictile, 
it may not be a-mils to mention ſome of them. Thus 


when Cain had contracted the horrid Guilt of Murder 


in ſhedding his Brother Hels Blood, he immediately 


WO NAT of his Life, and was afraid that every one 
that ſh 


ould find him would Kill him. Cen. iv_ 14, 14. 


And when Saul was admonifhed by Sammel of his Dil. 


obedience to God, and of God's Rejecting him from 


the Government upon that Account, we find in the 


Sequel of his Hiſtory, That he could never afterwards 
enjoy any true Peace and Comfort, bat lived in conti- 


nual Uneaſinek and Diſquietude of Mind; and no ſooner * 


had the Spirit of the Lord departed from him, but an 
Evil Spirit from the Lord troubled him, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. 
And when Belſtazzar King of Babylon was put in 
Mind of his profane and wicked Life by the Hand- 


writing upon the Wall, che Scripture tells us, That bis 


Countenance changed, and his Thoughts troubled him; 
fo that the Joints of his Loins were lobſed, and his 
Knees ſinote one againſt the other, Dan. v. 6. And to 
fay no more, when Judas the Traytor had betrayed 
his Lord and Maſter to Death, he was ſeized at once 
with ſuch an inconceivable Remorſe and Horrour of 
Spirit, that he could not ſupport himſelf under the Bur- 
then of Life, but in order to make himſelf eaſy as he 
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Hands upon himſelf, Matt. xxvii. g, GC. 


Tyheſe Inſtances are ſufficient to convince us of the un- 
ſpeakable Miſery and Torment of a Guilty Conſcience, 


. * 


when the Terrours of it are diſplay'd in their full 
Strength and Force upon the Mind. And Prophane 
Hiſtory hath furniſhed us with many Examples to the 
fame Purpoſe, in the Perſons of Tiberius Cæſar, Cali- 
. - - gula, Nero (c), and others, who, as the Pagan Writers 
| commonly expreis themſelves, were laſhed by. the Fu- 


ries (but as Cicero very juſtly explains it (d), by their 


F own Evil Coniciences) to that Degree, that as an ex- 


þ c˙eGllent Prelate very well deſcribes it: They were like 
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Men diſtracted not knowing what to do, or whi- 


ther to turn themſelves for Eaſe, fearful of Thun- 
der and Lightning, as if they had been the Bellow- 
ings and Flaſhes of Hel! itſelf; ſeeming to themſelve 

to be haunted perpetually by the Ghoſts of hols 
whom they had injured (e); nay ſometimes tormen- 
ted even to real Diſtraction; committing the moſt 
horrid Outrages upon themſelves, tearing; out their 
Eyes, and making frequent Attempts upon them- 


« ſelyes 


„ 4a th. 
— n _ 
F- * - os. i 


— — — 
w 
— 


(e) Vid. Szet. in Vit. Tiber. cap. 66 in Vit. Ca/ig. cap 51. 
Vit Ner. cap 15 | ot nas b 
(4) Eqs agitant inſectanturque Furiæ, non ardentibus tœdis, ficut 
fabulis, ſed angore conſcientiæ, fraudiſque cruciatu, Cic. de Le- 


pi, lib. 1 . 
y (e) Of what the good Archbiſhop here mentions, Theodorick King 
ol the Goths in Italy, is a very remarkable Inſtance, who, tho' other- 
"wiſe a wiſe and juſt Prince, having put that excellent Senator Symmachies 
-unjuſtly to Death, was ſo troubled at the Fact, that he imagined 
himſelt to be perpetually haunted by his Ghoſt ; inſomuch that the 
Head cf a large Fiſh being ſerved up to Table at Supper, he fan- 
cied it to be that of Symwmachus upbraidirg him for his Cruelty ; 
which ſo wrought upon his Imagination, that he was ſeized im- 
mediately with {ach Horrour and Amazement, which threw him 
into a violent Fever, of which he died in a few Days. Vid. the 
Continuation of Echard's Roman Hiſtory. vol. II. p. 50. See alio 
Joſephus de Belt Jud. lib. vii. cap. ult. where there is a remark- 
ab.e Inſtance of the ſame Nature. | | 


(29) 
L ſelves, always weary: of Life, and yet when they 
&. were couple of any Reflection, fearful. to the ut. 


5 moſt of Death (f). And modern Hiſtory hath, given 
us an extraordinary Example of this Matter in the Caſe | 
of Francis Spira, who by Reaſon of his Guilt in apo- 
ſtatzing from the Purity of the Reformed: Religion, 
fell into ſuch an Intolerable Agony and Deſperation 
of Mind, That as ſome Eminent Divines have truly 
obſerved (g), it was a Kind of Hell upon Earth to 
him. But one of the moſt remarkable Inſtances to this 
Purpoſe, which any Hiſtory can furniſh us with, is that 
of a Noble Lord of our own Nation, than whom, as 
no one ſcarce ever lived a more profane and diſſolute 
Life, ſo no one perhaps ever died a greater Penitent. 
And ſome Time betore his Death he declared(andT hear- 
tily wiſh that his Words might fink deep into all our 
Hearts), That his Sorrow tor his Sins was a moſt 
** penetrating and cutting Sorrow, and that-tho? in his 
Body he ſuffered extreme Pains for ſome Weeks, 
yet the Agonies of his Mind ſometimes ſwallowed 
„ up the Senſe of what he felt in his Body: And that 
* tho? there were nothing to come after this Life, yet 
all the Pleaſures he had ever known in Sin (and } 
e believe there have been but few, if any, who have 
& known more of them than he did) were not worth . 
that Torture which he felt in his Mind“). And 
there is no Doubt, but that the greateſt Part of Sinners 
are oftentimes made ſenſible of the Miſery and Tor- 
ment of a guilty Conſcience by their ſad Experience, 
But the true Reaſon why they perceive ſo little of iy at 
preſent, is becauſe they are almoſt perpetually enga 

in the Affairs and Buſineſſes of this Lite, and given up 


to 


J) See Archbiſhop Dawes's Sermon on a wounded Spirit, p. 14. 
() See Tillitfon, vol. II. p. 489. Scit's Chriſtian Life, 
vol. V. p. 38, 39. | 

(>) Biſhop Burnet's Life of the Earl of Roche/er, p. 98. 


cCeaſily diſcover. 


to the Enjoyments and Pleaſures of it; and by that 
Means have little or no Time for ſerious Thoughts 
and Confiderations, till they are awakened by fome 


_ extraordinary Calamity” and Affiction, or Ire upon a 


fick and dying Bed, under the Terrour and” Appte- 
henſion of * and Eternity; and then the great 
Diſtraction and Torment of their Minds any one may 


And now, if the Conſciouſneſs of Guilt be fo pun- 
gent and afflitive in this prefent Life,” where there are 
innumerable Arts and Means to divert the Senſe of it, 
and where the worſt of Sinners may entertain fore 


| 1 that by the Grace of God they may be brouglit 
ro 


epentance, and by that Means reſtored to His Fa- 
vour ; Good God! what an inexpreſſible Remorſe and 
Anguiſh muſt lie the Spirits of the Wicked in 
the other World, wh they ſhall be for ever baniſhed 
from God's Preſence, and caſt inro the Regions of 
Horrour and Darkneſs 3 when all ſenſible Delights and 
Pleaſures ſhall be withdrawn, and they ſhalt have No- 
thing to divert their Thoughts for one Moment; but 
the full Rage and Fury of their Conſcience ſhall be 
turned 482 them. It will then be a dreadful 
Conſideration to them to reflect upon the Reaſonable- 
neſs and Excellency of thoſe Laws which they have 


| broken; That ſupreme Authority which they havev19- 


lated; the Eaſineſs and Delightfalnefs of thoſe Pre- 
cepts they have tranſgreſſed, and the many Opportuni- 


ties of Grace and Salvation which they have lighted; 


and thereby, that tho* they were made to hve for ever, 
yet all Poffibiliry of being happy for one Minute is for 
ever at an End. But above all, it will confound and 


diſtract them to the utmoſt, to think of the Happineſs 


of Heaven which they have deſpiſed, and to take a 
View of the. Glories of that RT which they have. 
loſt for eyer. And this eſpecially, when they conſider 
the foolith and wretched Exchange which they have 
made, and that they have ſold themſelves for nought, 


as 


— 


1) 


ee ee 
not drawn into this fatal Choe? by any Thing of great 


Moment and Importance, but for a few periſhing Plea- - 


ſures only and imaginary Satisfactions (not worth the 
Care and Concern of one fingle Hour) they have for- 
feited the Love and Favour of God, and made them- 
{elves for ever miſerable. 

But yet, beſides the Trouble and. An guiſh of their 
guilty Conſeience, the Wicked ſhall gy exceedingly 
affficted and diſtracted with all thoſe raging Luſts and 
Paſſions which they ſhall carry with them into the other 
World; ſuch as Envy and Pride, Malice and Hatred, 
Revenge and the like, all which ſhall have continual 
Matter and Occaſion to exerciſe them in that Place of 
Torment. For did the envious Man here repine at the 
Happineſs and Proſperity of others? He will there 
ſurely fret and vex himſelf infinitely more at the 
Thoughts. of the Happineſs of the Saints in Light. 
Was the proud Man uneaſy and inflamed at every Slight 
and Affront which was here caſt upon him? He ſnall 
there meet with Nothing elſe than continual Reproach 
and Provocation. And did the angry Man here ſwell 
with Rage, and his Heart burn with Revenge at the * 
ſmall Offences and Injuries ſuſtained by him? He ſhall 
be there perpetually expoſed to the Outrages and In- 
ſults and moſt malicious Treatment of thoſe he con- 
verſes with. And ſo we may ſay of all the other Paſ- 
ſions; they ſhall never want Matter to be exerciſed 
upon, and ſhall to the higheſt Degree be aggravated 
and inflamed, to the great Diſquietude and Vexation of 


Evil Spirits. And if the Doctrine of the ancient Pla- 


toniſts be admitted, who thought that the Souls of im- 
pure and wicked Men, who were in this Life entirely 

devoted to the Pleaſures of Senſe, would, when they 
were departed from the Body, have the ſame earneſt 
Longings and Deſires after ſenſual Objects, as they had 
in this Life, we may well conceive this to be a very 


Ern Addition to the Uneaſineſs and Torment of ſuch 
unhappy 


— 
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unhappy Beings. For to have ſtrong and ardent De. 
ſires 158 Things which they can never enjoy; to be 
continually ſollicited and importuned by ſenſual Appe- | 
tites and Inclinations, without having any Faculties and 
Objects of Indulgence and Gratification, muſt needs 
render any Creature extremely miſerable. ' And indeed 
this Notion of the Infelicity of impure and wicked 
Spirits hath not only been propagated by ſome of the 
belt Philoſophers (7), and enriched with great Strength 
of Imagination by the ancient Poets (&) ; but it hath alſo 
been countenanced and improved by ſome of our moſt 
Eminent Divines (/), with great Shew of Reaſon and 
Probability of Argument. But as the Scripture does 
not expreſsly mention this among the Puniſhments of 
the Wicked in the next Life, I ſhall pals it by, and 
proceed to the 
Wird Thing in which the Miſery of the Damned 
ſhall conſiſt, and that is, that they ſhall be confined 
to that diſmal and loathlome Place, which the Scrip- 
ture calls by the Name of Hell, and to the dire- 
ful and horrid Company of the Devil and his An- 
gels. As to the Place itſelf, in which the Wicked 
ſhall be ſhut up, it is differently expreſs*d in the Sacred 
Writings: "Sometimes it is called the Place of Torment, 
as Lake, xvi. 28. Moſt frequently by the Name of 
Hell, which Name was taken. from thoſe bitter and 
grievous Cries and Lamentations which the Children of 
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2-4-4 Lucent genialibus altis 

Aurea fulera toris, epulzque ante ora paratæ, 

Regiſſeo Luxu, Furiarum maxima juxta 

Accubat, & manibus prohibet contingere menſas, 

Exuręitque facem attollens, atque intonat ore. Pirgil Enid. lib. VI. 
) Sce particularly Dr Scot's Chriſtian Life, vol. I. chap. 4. 
5 1. vol. V. p. 44. Cc. Dr Sherlock on Death, chap, i. J II. 


— 


the Nacktes ſent forth, when they were ſacrificed, in an 
Image of Braſs, to Moloch, in the Valley of Hinnon, of 


which we read in many Places of Holy  Scriptute, 
Lev. xvill, 21. 2 Kings, xxiii. 10. Fer, vii. 31. 


At other Times it is deſcribed by the Name of Dark- 
neſs, 2 Pet. ii. 4. And by St Jude called the Blackneſs 
of Darkneſs, v. 13. Not that we are to ſuppoſe, that 
thoſe Infernal Regions ſhall be ſo abſolutely dark, 
that there ſhall not be the leaſt Degree of Light therein, 
which may be neceſſary to give them a Sight of thoſe 
rueful and diſmal Spectacles, which they ſhall there 
behold. And that which adds very much to the Miſery 
of the Wicked in that State of Darkneſs, is the vile 
and accurſed Company which they ſhall there keep, 
viz, that of the Devil and his Angels; being of the 
moſt prepenſe Spirit and Malice, who as they firſt ſe- 
duced them by their Temptations into this Place of 
Torments, ſo they will now be their very Tormen- 
tors; and whoſe chief Satisfaction it will be (if any 
Thing can poſſibly adminiſter Satisfaction to ſuch un- 
happy Beings)to make them as miſerable as they 2 

able. And ſurely then it mult be a very awakening 
Scene of Miſery to be ſhut up in this dark and loath- 


ſome Dungeon, and there confined to the Company of 


ſuch malicious and accurſed Bzings ; to ſ:e fo many 
doleful and wretched Objects, and to hear the continual 
Sighs and Groans and bitter Lamentations of their 
Fellow Creatures, roaring under the Senſe of Guilt, 
and the exquiſite Pains and Torments of Hell. Fire, 


: which 1s the 


Fourth Particular, Wherein the Puniſhment of the 
Damned ſhall conſiſt. This the great Judge of the 
World frequently forewarns us of, and in the Sentence, 
which ſhall be pronounced upon the Wicked, He makes 
expreſs Mention of it; Go ye Curſed into Everlaſting 
Fire, Matt: xxv; 41. And the fame is allo fo fre- 


quently aſſerted in other Places of Scripture, that it will 


be needleſs to ſpend any Time in the Proof of it. 


2 


(44 
There ate, I know, many Enquiries raiſed. upo 
25 Head, the Conſi oe of which tends wang 
the gratifying the Curioſity, than it does to the Edifi- 
cation of Mankind ; and therefore I ſhall fay but little 
of them: as, viz, Whether the Fire of Hell be a real 
and material Fire, or only Fi igurative and Metaphorical ? 
and if it be a Real Fire, how it can affect the Devil 
and his Angels, which are generally ſuppoſed to be „ 
. ely ſpiritual and immaterial Bein (nm)? ? And how 
| in ak of the Damned can be 590 to ſubſiſt for 
ever under the Pains of it? In anſwer to which Queſti- 
ons ĩt will be ſufficient to obſerve, that unleſs we had a 
more perfect Knowledge of the Nature of Spirits, ue 
cannot be able to determine with SO how s a 
material, Fire may affect them. find by Expe 
ence, that the Souls of Men are in i World often 
times affected, and that to a great Degree, by material 
and ſenſible Impreſſions ; and therefore, to uſe the 
Words of St, Auſtin, (») Why may we not affirm, 
© that incorporeal Spirits may be, tho? in a wonderful 1 | 
6 Manner, yet actually tormented corporcal Fire, 
* when it is plain, that the Souls of Men ate now inclu- 
* 9 . in bodily Members, and ſhall hereafter be per- 
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n) The Poſtbility of this i is © convent denied by Mr, Elie in 

| his Legjathgr, chap xxxiv.. p. 213. and herein he is ſeconded by our 'S 
moſt- arned Pr. uydtvort h. 41e l 8 17. who thipke, 
chat the Nodon of Spirits. not united to . tormented with 
Fire, js, as much as lieth in us, the expoſing Chriſtianity and the Scrip- 
tures to the Scorn and Contempt of all Philoſophers. But with all 
Submiſſion to the Judgment of ſo very great and worthy a Perſop, 
that Spirits merely immaterial may not be capable of receiving Im- 
Ar- from material Fire, is more than he or any Man can prove. 
(z) Cur enim non dicamus quamvis miris t: men veris modis etiam 
ſpiritus i incorporeos poſle pena corporalis ignis affligi, ſi ſpiritus ho- 
minum etiam ipſt profecto incorporei, & nunc poterunt includi cor- 
'ornlibus membris, & tunc poterunt corpo um fuorum vinculis inſo- 
D alligari ? 2 Aug. db civitat. Dei, lib. 21. cap. 10. See alſo. 
. Tempter's Anſwer to Hobhes's Leviathan, Who follows St. Auga- 
4 this Noon, and has ſome what improved it, cap. 21. p. 138. 
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of Hell- re, He can eafily order and diſpoſe their Bo- 
dies in ſuch a firm and indliſſoluble Texture, as to ren- 
der them capable of enduring it. 1 am aware indeed, 
that many of thoſe, who deny that che Fire of Hell is 
Real and Material, do it for this Reaſon, becauſe they 
imagine, that the Puniſhment of the Damned, which is 
called in Scripture by the Name of Hell- re, conliits 
entirely in the Fire of Conſcience, as they call it, i. e. 
in the raging Torments and Reflections of their guilty 
Minds. But now this is certainly a great Miſtake, as 
is evident from theſe two Confiderations, 1M. Becauſe 
the Bodies (o) of the Wicked thall fuffer the Torments 
of Hellfire, as well as their Souls. This the Holy 
Scriptares frequently affures us of; and our Blefled Sa- 
viour uſeth this as a powerful Argument to perſuade us 
to feat God more than Men, viz. becauſe He can-deftroy 
both Soul and Boch in Hell, Matth. x. 28. Now the Bo- 
dies of the Wicked are not capable of the Puniſhment 
vf Reflection, which ean have Relation only to their 
Souls or Spirits. And therefore it is plain, that the Fire 
of Hell doth not conſiſt altogether in the Fire of Con- 
Icience, becauſe it is prepar*d for the Puniſhment of the 
Body as well as the Soul. And 244. becauſe our Lord, 
when ſpraking of the Torments of Hell, plainly di- 
ſtinguiſhes between the Fire of Conſcience and the E- 
ternal Pains of Hell-fire. Thus, fays he, Mart ix. 44. 
eobere their Worm dietb not, and the Fire is not quenched. 
The former regards 'entirely the Puniſhment of their 
Minds, the latter the Puniſhment of their Bodies. But 
this not abſolutely ſo, but that the Spirits of the Wic- 
ked will alſo be exceedingly affected thereby, as was 

| F 2 before 
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(o) At vero Gebenns illa, quod etiam ſtagnum ignis & fulyharis di- 
ctum eſt, corporeus ignis crit, & crucipbit coroora damnatariim, 
Luz u. ibid. * 


if ye add to this the fifth and Jaſt Conſideration, which 


{4} See parifenlarly Sher/och on Death, chap. i. 4 3. 


'(-36) ) 


; remark*d (p), ? To allegorize this Fire iuto nothing but 
Remorſe of Conſcience, would endanger the render- 


ing of other Points of our Religion uncertain. And 


this is ſo very clear a Point, that not only the moſt | 
learned Divines of the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, 


but the ancient Jewiſh. Targwns. themſelves repreſent 
the Gehenna, or Hell which is prepared for the Wicked 


in the World to come, as à Furnace ſparkling 
and flaming with Fire, in which they ſhall be burn- 


ed (20. 717 1 Ae "TOP . 
And indeed all the Deſcriptions, which, are given to 


us of Hell-fire in the Holy Scripture, plainly ſhew, 


that beſides. the Reflections of their guilty Minds, there 
is ſome external Puniſhment pre for the Bodies of 


I the Wicked, expreſſed by the Name of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone. And it will be no Relief at all to the Damned. 


if we ſhould ſuppoſe (which is yet more than any one 

can prove) that this Expreſſion is not to be ſtrictly and 
literally underſtood; ſince it is very plain, that there is 
ſome outward ſenſible Puniſhment ſignified by it, 
which in the Judgment of ſome of our greateſt Di- 


vines, will be more ſharp and tormenting than rea] Fire 
and Brimſtone itſelf (r). And a late Author, who hath 


wrote upon this Subject, tho? he denies the Fire of 
Hell to be material, yet expreſly allows, that it will be 
equally pungent and afflictive to the Damned, as if it 
were material 05 And if fo, it muſt be ſo great and 


dreadful a Miſery, as I am ſure no Tongue can poſſibly 


deſcribe, nor any Imagination conceive, . Eſpecially, 


— a. 


111... 


r 


(3) Cndror'h, ibid. 5 
) See the Paſſage quoted by Dr. Whitby on Mark ix. 43, 44. 


= 


% Political Hiſtory of the Devil, p. 211, zrz. 


6370 

a worſe and more terrible than all that hath been al- 
ready mentioned; and that is, that the Wicked -ſhall 
be ſubject to all theſe dreadful Miſeries and Puniſhments, 
not for a few Tears only, or for Ages, but for ever. 
And this is ſo very * expreſſed in Holy Scrip- 
72 that it- might ſeem needleſs to take any Notice of 
However, that you may be the more mindful-of 
4: iis great Truth, it may not be amiſs to recite a-few 
1 Texts, in which i It is plainly declared and repreſented 
to us, Thus our . Bleſſed Saviour, when ſpeaking of 
the Punjſhment of Hell, calls it by the Name of Eter- 
nal Damnatian, Mark iii. 29. And again, in the ame 

Evangeliſt, he tells us, that it is @ erm that never di- 
erb, anda Fire that is not quenched, Mark ix. 43, c. 
St. Paul ſty les at . Everlaſting Judgment, Heb. vi. 2. 
and again, . Everlaſting Deſtruction, 2 Theſſ. i. 9. And 
St. Jude deſcribes it by Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, 
7 1s And St. Jahn, when relating, the Miſeries of 
the Damned, 527 405 baue na Reſt Night nor. Day, 
| But the Smoke of ; their, Torment aſtendeth up for ever and 
ever, Rev. xiv. 11. And to fay no more, our Lord 
aſſures us, in the Words of the Text, That the Wicked 
Hall go away into Everlaſting Puniſoment, And that the 
Term Everlaſting is here to be underſtood in the ſtrict- 
eſt Senſez St, Auguſtine and others have frequently in- 
ferred from hence, that in the . ſame Verle, the-very 
fame Word is uſed-in the Original, concerning the fu- 
| ture Happineſs of the Righteous. And therefore, ſince 
there is no Doubt but the Word Eternal, when ſpoken 
of the Happineſs of Righteous Men, is to be underſtood 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe, . for a Duration which ſhall never 
come to an End, there is no Reaſon why the ſame Ex- 
5 reſſion in the fame Verſe, ſhould not be taken in the 
ike Senſe, when aſcribed to the Puniſhment of the 
Wicked. And indeed the Doctrine of Eternal Pu- 
niſhment hath not only been the conſtant Doctrine of 
all true and Catholick Chriſtians, and expreſly — 


And maintained by the Fews of old 75, but ft 


(33) 3 
been thought highly juſt and reaſonable by dhe pn 
been thought Highly juſt and reaſonable” by the 

eminent Writers in the Heathen World (). 
And now, my Brethren, if wicked Men in the next 
Life are to be miſerable in all thoſe Reſpects which are 


* 
„ 
4.1 


above-mentioned, and if they are to endure” all theſe 
great and exquiſite Sufferings to all Eternity, it will, I 


think, be impoſſible for us to imagine any thing more, 
which might be added to increaſe and augment their 


Torment and Miſery. And ſo far will 1 be from àt- 


tempting to deſcribe what Eternal Puniſhment is, that 


I much queſtion whether any finite, created Being can 


4 a perfect and adequate Notion and Conception of 
. Eternal Miſery——=— ! The very Sound of the 
Word is. dreadful and terrible: What then muſt it be 
for any wretched Creature to ſuffer and endure it? 
I ſhall therefore be fo far from preſaming to deſcribe it, 
that J rather chuſe to pray earneſtly to God, that, for 


Chriſt's ſake, none of us here prefent may ever know 


* 


-its Duration, and particularly that Eternal Puniſhmerit 


what ir means. 8 
I am ſenſible there have been many Objections rais'd 
'by the Adverſaries bf our Faith againſt the Doctrine of 
future Pusimment, and chiefly againſt the Eternity of 


bears no Proportion to the Sins of a ſhort and momen- 
f droge tate. comleng 


-Andj2d). That Eternal Puniſhmett is inconßſtent 


with the Mercy and Goodnefs of God, Theſe Objec- 
tions have been fully anfwered by many of our learned 


. 
- 


* 
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Divines, from whom any one may receive 1 
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(Y Vid. WBithy, ibid. and on Heb. vi. a. in which Places there, 
re ſeveral very remarkable Paſſages cited out of Jewiſh and Chriſtian 


*A'Nhor- to this purpoſe. 


%] See the Preiace to theſe Diſcourſes, p 13. 


| (39) 

Satisfaction in- this Matter (x). I have not Time at 
reſent, neither do I think it neceſſary, to give them a 
al and diſtinct Conſideration; fince it will be no dif- 
ficult Thing, in a few Words, to ſi ſome Obſerva- 
tions, that will entirely deſtroy the Force and Strength 
of them. And. | 

1ſt. It is a great Miſtake to think, that the Juſtice 
of. Puniſhment conſiſts in an exact Proportion between 
the Crime and the Puniſhment, as the Objection ſupp 
ſes; For, not to mention many Conſiderations which 
may be drawn from the Authority and Condition of 
the Lawgiver, Cc. it is very plain, that the Juſtice of 
Puniſhment conſiſts in ſuch a Meaſure of it, as is ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure Obedience to the Laws. Whatever 


Degree of Puniſhment is n to ſecure this Obe- 


dience, is juſt and reaſonable; and whatever is required 
Fa is beyond this, may be allowed to be unjuſt and 
ſevere. We ſee this made very clear and evident in 
our judicial Proceedings here upon Earth, If we ſhould 
judge of the Equity of Puniſhment by the ſtrict Rule of 
Proportion, there could be no other capital Crime, but 
that of Murder : Since, by that Rule, nothing but the 
ſhedding of Man's Blood could demand that the Blood 
of Man ſhould be ſhed for it, And yet we know very 
well, that Felony and Burglary,and many other Crimes, 
are puniſhed with Death; and this many times, when 
the Matter of the Crime is but of ſmall Conſequence. 
And yet we ſee, that all wiſe Men are fully ſatisfied of 
the Equity of the Sentence, becauſe it is evident in Ex- 
perience, that no Puniſhment that is ſhort of this * 


ns — 


.. (x) See e Dr. Nicholls Conference, Part III. p. 304 
e. Dr. Scott's Chriſtian Life, vol. V. p. 91. Bp. Burnet's 39 Ar- 
ticles, p. 29, 30. Dr. Sam. Clark#s Sermons at Boyle Lectures, 
Part II. Prop. 13. F 14. Dr. Mo/7's Sermons, vol. I. Serm. 14 & 15. 
Abp. Dawzs's 4th and 6th Sermons on Hell Torments ; in which 
Places there ate many ſolid and judicious Obſervations upon this 


H cad, 


- (Wa) 

be effectual to preſerve Men from ſuch Crimes, and to 
ſecure the Rights and Properties of Mankind, and eſta» 
bliſh the Peace of Human Society : © Nay, and even 
this itſelf in many Perſons proves inſufficient. And the 
Caſe is the very ſame as to the Doctrine of Eternal Pu- 
niſhment. If that be neceſſary to enforce Obedience 
to God's Laws, it cannot be unjuſt in God to inflict it 
upon thoſe who tranſgreſs them. And that Eternal Pu- 
niſnment is neceſſary to this End, one may eaſily judge 
from hence, that nothing leſs than this would keep the 
World in any tolerable Order and Government: For 
even now, when Men are educated in the Perſuaſion of 
this Truth, we ſee what little Effect and Influence it 
hath upon their Lives and Manners; and that notwith- 
ſtanding this Belief, the Generality of Chriſtians them- 
ſelves abound in all Manner of Impiety and Wicked. 
neſs. What then would be the Conſequence, and what 
a Deluge of Profaneneſs and Debauchery would over- 
ſpread the World, if this powerful Reſtraint upon-the 
Minds of Men were taken away, any one of us may ea- 
fily judge. oe eee NT, 
But 24%. As to the Objection againſt eternal Puniſh- 
ment,” drawn from the Goodneſs of God, it might be 
ſufficient to fay, that unleſs we had a more perfect 
Knowledge of God's Perfections than we can poſſibly 
have in this Life, we cannot in many Caſes abſolutely 
pronounce what is inconſiſtent with them. Arid I think 
it will become us in Modeſty to conclude, that ſince 
God (who muſt certainly beſt underſtand His own Na- 
ture and Perfections) hath plainly threatened Eternal 
Paniſhment, that therefore Eternal Puniſhment is not 
inconſiſtent with thoſe Perfections. But beſides 
this, the Objection is founded on a very falſe Notion of 
God's Goodneſs ; for it is here ſuppoſed to be of the 
very fame Nature, as that Perfection of Man, which is 
called Texderne/s and Compaſſion, which is apt to be ſen- 
ſibly touched and grieved at the Sight of great Suffer. 
ings, and to melt at a vaſt Degree of Miſery, But the 
| Goodneſs 


(4) 

' Goodneſs of God is not of this kind. It has nothing 
of Paſſion in its Nature, "tho? it is often repreſented as 
ſuch to us in Holy Scripture,” the better to accommo- 
date it to our Capacities. The true Notion of God's 
 Govdnefs,* ſo far as it concerns our preſent Argument, 
conſiſts 5 this, viz. That He be _ — all times to 
pardon the teſt Sinners upon their ſincere Repen- 
ny and hic Hebefaithet 1155 -ſuffering towards 
them, ſo long as they are capable of becoming good. 
Whüilſt his Copacty of becoming good remains in 
them, they are proper Objects of His Goodneſs. But 
whenever they are incapable of becoming good, they 
are beyond the Reach of it. For to ſuppoſe that the 
Goodneſs of God ſhould extend to Creatures not ca- 
le of becoming good, would be to deſtroy his Ho- 

ineſs and Purity, which are as eſſential to God as Flis 
Goodneſs. And it is no more a Limitation of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs to ſay, that ſome Men, and ſome Stats 
are beyond it, than it is a Limitation of His Power to 

| þ ay, that He cannot ſin, or work- Impoſſibilities and 
Contradictions, as a very learned Prelate juſtly ob- 

ſerves ()). And therefore to imagine, that the Good- 

neſs of God is of ſuch a Nature, as that it is to be over- 

come by Importunities and Howlings, and other Sub- 
miſſions of wicked Men in a State of Miſery, is, as the 

fame Author juſtly remarks (z), A Capital and Fun- 

* damental Error in Religion? AY 

'" And not to mention that our Bleſſed Saviour hath 
' plainly declared, that the Wicked ſhall be for ever miſer- 
able (and ſurely it will be a very unworthy Thought of 

Him to conceive, that He came into the World to de- 

lude and terrify Men with vain Fears and Apprehen- 

ſions, which have no juſt Ground and Foundation:) 1 

| ſay, not to mention this, we very plainly fee by the 

G dmini- 
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() Burnet on the 39 Articles, p. 29. 
r Burnet, p. 30. 


(42) 
Adminiſtration of, Providence in this World, that it is 
conſiſtent with God's Goodneſs to ſend down very chea - 
vy and ſevere Judgments upon Sinners, as is evident 
from innumerable Inſtanees 8 in Scri „ and 


particularly, That of the ee e Burning 


of Sodom and (Gotuorrahb H Briniſtone, the 
Extirpation of the Cansanites, ind i the Deſtruftion of 
.Feruſalem, Nay, and that even many of the belt of 
God's Servants haye been Teyerely perſecuted, and far 
many Years:together-expoſed\ro the ſhappeſt Pains and 
moſt bitter Suffer erings: And churther, that even Chriſt 
Himſelf, the Son of God's Long, was for the Sins of 
Mankind cruelly put to Death, 5d made dj to ſuch 
Sorrow, that, as the Prophet try] 1 " there was 
none ever like it, Lam. i. 12. e conſiſtent 
with God's Goodneſs to ,puniſh oa: — this Life id 
very ſeverely, nay; and oftentimes to exercile the Righ- 
teous with the heavieſt Afflictions, we may well con- 
clude, that the Puniſhment of thoſe, who are finally 
wicked and incorrigible in the next World, when the 
Pay of God's Grace and Patience ſhall be End, Will 
be very dreadful and intolerable. 
Andd it will be no Relief to Men under this Appre- | 
henſion, that, as a noble Author hath rightly abſerved, l 
there is no ſuch thing as Paſſion, properly H 
ia God; and therefore, that we have no.;Reaſon.to 
© be afraid of him, ſince He is not endued with any 
c, \Malice(aa).” For thoꝰ this be very true, 6a 
nemies of Religion ma make the utmoſt | 
it that they can) yet this depends: entirely on the Le. 
poſition of our conforming ou rſelves to the Divine Per- 
fections, and living in the Practice of Religion and Vir. 
tue, which I preſume the learned Writer there took 
for 1 tho? ĩt be not Ld expreſſed; and I : 
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(43). 
he de + Obſervation, only as/a Guard againſt the, 
Evil--of e Sinee, if we wilfully indulge: 
ourſelves in Sin and Wickedneſs, the neceſſary Holinets 

* ice of God Wi be a fafficienr Ground for our 
his Wrath and Vengeance; otherwiſe, not only 
—— natural Notions of our owti Minds, and the Senſe and 
Judy 5 — in alt Ages, have decelved us, 

bv ll Be have given | pA Account of 
God? 8 * — 1 Perfections from one End to the 
ber. For there we may clearly percelve, that in the 
me Holy — * in which it is ſaid, t the Goodneſa 
and Mercy of God is infinite, it is alſo ſolemnly declared; 
| That be is a Fault God, and à conſuming Five, Exod; 
iv. 14, Heb. xi. 29. And our Bleſſed Savioury 
who hath | ſhed his molt precious Blood for our Res 
demption, hath plainly told us, That eucept we repend 
deer ſhall ſurely periſh, Luke xili. 3, 3. And therefore, 
theꝰ it Is unqueſtionable, that when the Holy Scri 
1 of God's Wrath and Fury, and Burning of pun 
the Words are not to bo ſtrictly and literally un- 
| yet the Effect of Punifhment'is to all impeni: 
| pou and incorrigible Sinners as certain and inevitable as 
hy Paſions were really and literally inherent in the 
Deity (bb). And of this our noble Author was fo very 
ſenſible, that he treely acknowledges, * That whenever 
6 chere is an Apprehenfion of what is wrong, odious, 
* morally de ed, and ill-deſerving, there Conſci- 
enet muſt have Effect, and Puniſhment of neceſſity 
be apprehended, tho it be not exprelly threatened( cc) 
And ſurely then, all r Sinners under the Goſ. 
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bn When © or any 4 Paſſion is aſcribed to God i in Serip- 
ture, it is a very good Rule which Schoolmen give for the explaining 
ſuch Expreſſions, viz 4 aus in Deo devotant Effeftus. Pallions f in 
God denote that the Effect is anſwerable to the higheſt Emotion of 
Paſſion which we can conceive. Lorth's Comment. in If. xxx 27 v 


(cc) Characteriſticks. vol. IT. v. 129. 


ad} 

pel have more 1 Reaſon to be afraid thereof, when 
ih fo plainly threatened” in the Holy Scriptures, of 
4 - whoſe Divine Inſpiration and- Authority we have the 
moſt abundant Evidence and Demonſtration. ir . 

And thus J have diſcourꝰ d fully concerning the Doc: 
wine of Future Puniſhment, . Nothing now remains, 
but that, in a very few Words, I proceed to ſhew. what 

Eſſect and Influence the Confideration of this Matter | 
| ought to have upon us. 

And now, my Brethren, if wakes eee ſuffer 
all thoſe dreadful and inconceivable Miſeries which I 
have diſplay*d, and that for ever, may I not juſtly ſay 
do every one of you, upon this Occaſion, as the Angel 
on the La did to > Lot, when he oe him out 


44 


too ich Haſte 0 —.— ant wich: it. Neither can 
we reconcile it with the loweſt Degree of Wiſdom and 
Prudence, to ſuffer one Day to paſs over our Heads, 
till by a ſincere. Repentance and Reſolution of a good 
Life, we haye endeavoured to get beyond the Reachand 
Dauger of it. The Pleaſures of Sin are in themſelves 
deceirful and vain, and do all of them tend to make 
us unhappy and miſerable in this Life ; But were the 
| Cale quite-otherwiſe, could the Pleaſures of Sin be en- 
joyed with the utmoſt Safety to our Bodies, and Quiet 
of our Minds, and could they be united together in 
their full Extent; yet I am ſure, if we knew, and would 
conſider what the Fains of Hell are, we would not wil- 
lingly endure them for one ſingle Hour, on condition 
that we might be ſurrounded” with all the Honours, 


$2 Riches and Pleaſures of -this World for ten thouſand 


Years. What then ſhall wethink of ourſelves, if, for 
the ſake of a few trifling Pleafures and imaginary Sa- 
tisſactions, which are at preſent i injurious and detrimen- 
tel to ourſelves, and which we loath and nauſeate 5 
mo 


(( - 

- moſt as ſoon as we enjoy them, we ſhall make ourſelves 
for ever miſerable?. :Let me then, bleſſed Chriſtians, 
perſuade you once for all, to take this Matter into your 
moſt ſerious Conſideration. Remember, when any of 
you lay languiſhing upon a Bed of Sickneſs, or were 
expoſed to ſharp Pains and Sufferings of the Body, 
how hard and grievous you thavight your Condition to 
be ?- And yet, what are the Freateſt Pains and Afflc- 
tions of Body to the Torments and Perpeſſions of Hell, 
or the Sufferings of this ſhort Life, to thoſe of Eterni- 
ty? Do not then deceive yourſelves in this Matter, nor 
put off your Repentance from Day to Day; nor de- 
pend upon any falſe Notions of God's Mercy, as if it 
was inconſiſtent with his Perfections to inflict the Pains 
of Hell and Damnation upon you; for Ged hath ex- 
preſly declared the contrary, That he will make all im- 
penitent Sinners in the next Life eternally miſerable ; and 
there is no one who can deliver out of his Hands, Job x. 7. 
If therefore, Sinner, you are reſolved to bring your 
ſelf into this dreadful Condition, you muſt ſupport 
yourſelf under it as well as you can; for God will be 
ſo far from ſhewing you any Pity, that on the contrary 
He will rather laugb at your Calamity, and mock when 
your Fear cometh, Prov. i. 26. 
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w bee Part of the dein Verſo, 


Bur tb. Wut into 1 Eternal 


MON G all the 8 and Motives to a 
1 ous Life, which are propounded to us in 
the Holy Scripture, there are none ſo ſtrong 
and powerful, as thoſe which are drawn from the Ever- 
laſting Happineſs and Miſery of the Life to come; 
ſince nothing can ſo effectually excite the Hopes and 
Fears of Men (which are the main Springs of all their 
Actions) as a due and ſerious Attention to this great Ar- 
ticle of our Faith. And indeed, That Man muſt be ut- 
terly ſtupid and infatuated, who will acknowledge only 
the Improbability of this important Doftrine, and yet 
ſhall not be prevailed upon thereby to an immediate 


forſaking of his Sins, and to a Life of univerſal _ 
; an 


(47) -” 
and Virtue, In my laſt Diſcuurſe, I treated at-large 


concerning che Doctrine of future Puniſhment, and 


ſhewed.you wherein conſiſts the Miſery of the Wicked 
in the Life to come, and what a mighty Perſuaſive the 
Belief of this. Doctrine carries in it to a ſpeedy Repen- 
tance, . I ſhall nom / diſeourſe of the other great Sanction 
.of the Golpel, viz. That of the Everlaſting Happineſs of 
Righteous and Good Men in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
A raviſhing and delightful Subject indeed! The 


moſt diſtant Hopes and probable Expectation of which 


Happineſs is ſufficient to ſupport us under the Troubles 
of this Life, and to animate us with due Vigour and 
Relolution in the Practice of Virtue. And much more 
then ſurely ſhould we be throughly perſuaded and in- 
Auenced thereby, when we have the cleareſt and ſtro 

eſt Proofs and Evidences of the Truth of it. In ſpeak- 


ing then to this delightful Subject, I ſhall firſt enquire, 


erein conliſts the 5.5 which is reſerved for the 
Righteous'in the Kingdom of Heaven. And, 2d). 
what Effect and Influence the Belief and Expectation 
of this great Happineſs. ought to have upon us. And, 
Fir, Wherein conſiſts the Happineſs, which God 
hath prepared for Righteous and Good Men in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? But before I proceed to this, I 


deſire not to be miſunderſtood, as if I would pretend 


in any conſiderable Meaſure to deſcribe the Nature and 
Perfection of this great Felicity. No, the Tongue of 
Men and Angels are not able fully to expreſs it. When 
we have ſaid all that we can, of the Joys of Heaven, we 

mall not be able perhaps to dilcover the thouſandth 
Part: of them. And indeed, to ſpeak properly, it is 
ſo far from derogating from the Happineſs of the next 
Life, that, it is in ſo great, a Meaſure unknown to us, 
that this very Conſideration does in the higheſt Degree 
augment and increaſe the Value thereof. For did we 
perfectly know What it is, and were it exactly like to 
any thing which we enjoy in this World, we might 
hien be ſure that it could not be very great: ſince what 


the 
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me wi Man bath breed of all the Pleafire g. this 
Lite is &&ttainly true (as we ſhall al] find ſooner or later 
b Experience Panity of Vanities, all is Vanity, Eccl. I. 2. 
nd for this Reaſon, the moſt ſublime Account 0 , 
Joy of Heaven, Which e can be. expreſſed i in Scripture- 
Language, is in thoſe. negative We ords of St Paul, 
(which do primarily refer to the immediate Bleflings and 
Advantages of the Goſpel- State) viz. Eye hath not Pen, 
nor Zar heard, neither hath it entered into 1 Heart of Man 
to conceive the Things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him, 1 Cor i, 9. But tho? the Happineſs of the 
next Life be in a great Meaſure unknown, and there- 
fore in Truth the more excellent and defirable, yet ſince 
we are too apt to form our Judgment of Things from 
Senſe and 5 and are but little moved and ex- 
cited by the Propoſal of ſuch Things, of which we have 
no comp tent 1 ea and Conception, it hath therefore 
pleaſed God to condeſcend ſo & to our Weakneſs, as 
to fer forth the Nature of our Future Happineſs, by 
Characters and Deſcriptions taken from ſuch Things as 
are of the greateſt Value and Eſteem with us. Thus 
the Happinefs of Heaven is deſcribed in Scripture by 
the Namie of a Crown, i Cor. ix. 25, Sometimes it is 
called a Kingdom, Matth. xxv. 34. and an Inheritance, 
and That ##corruptible,and undefiled, 1 Peter i. 4. At other 
times, it is ſaid to be Eternal Life, Matth. V. 46. than 
which ſurely there is not any thing that can be more de- 
firable, ' It is to /ee God, the Great Author and Foun- 
tain of all Happineſs and Perfection, Matth. v. B. To 
live for ever in his glorious Preſence, Pfl. xvi. 11. John 
xiv. 2, 3. To enjoy the bleſſed Converſation of Feſus 
Chriſt our dear Saviour and Redeemer, And to have the 
. delightful Company of the Holy Angels, and the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect, Heb. xii, 22, c. And tobe 
Kings and Priefts to God for ever, Rev.i. 6. And to 
fay no more, it is to be in a State of abſolute Eaſe and 
perfect Freedom, where there ſhall be 10 more Sorrow, 
nor Crying, nor 48 Rev. xxi. 4. and where we * 
ie 


* 


0 | 
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die no mare, but ſhall be equal to the Holy Angels, and bl 
be the Children of God, as being the Children of the.Refur- 
reſtion, Luke xx. 36. This and infinitely more than 
we can now either. expreſs or conceive ſhall be the Por- 
tion of thoſe bleſſed Souls, who ſhall be admitted into 
Heaven. And one would think, that the leaſt Part of 
what is here propoſed to us, ſhould fill us with Tranſ- 
port, and be ſufficient to Excite us to that Duty which 
God requires, But becauſe theſe Deſcriptions of our 
Future Happineſs are given to us in too general Terms, 
and therefore do not ſo powerfully incline and command 
our Affections, as more explicite and circumſtantial 
Repreſentations might be ſuppoſed to do, I ſhall there- 
fore enquire more largely and particularly into the Na- 
ture of this Happineſs, and conſider what are the chief 
and principal Things in which it conſiſte. 

. Now without indulging ourſelves in Fancy and Ima- 
gination; of which, there is no End, I ſhall confine my 
Thoughts at preſent to thoſe Particulars which are laid 
down in Holy Scripture, as the Ingredients and Quali- 
fications of that Happineſs which God hath prepared 
for them that love him z and they are chiefly and prin- 
cipally theſe four following. 1. That bright and glo- 
rlous Place which Righteous and Good Men ſhall in- 
habit. 24h). The Bleſſed and Excellent pen 
which they ſhall there keep. 3d. The delightful an 
entertaining Employments in which they ſhall ſpend 
their Time. And 4th and lay, The permanent and 
everlaſting Duration of all their Happineſs and Enjoy« 


ments, 3 . 
And, 1. The Happinefs of Righteous and Good 
Men in the Lite to come ſhall eonſiſt in that bright 
and glorious Place in which they ſhall dwell; and this 
is expreſſed by different Names and Characters in Holy 
Scripture. Sometimes it is called Paradiſe; 2 Cor. xi1. 
4. Rev. ii. 7. Our Saviour terms it, His Father's 
Houſe, John xiv. 2. It is moſt commonly called by the 
Name of Heaven, and by St Paul, The Third Heaven, 
| H 2 Car; 


$61) 


| 2 Cor. xii. 2. And Wis de not know in what Part 


or Region of the Uniyerſe this happy and delightful 
Habitation is ſituated, Jet we may well conclude that it 
ruſt be exceedingly glorious, fince it is the Place here 
the Great Majeſty of eaven refides, and w hee hath 
his «cc as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, ſal. xi. 4. 
Iu ER a Sight of the Glories of this viſible Creation 

pleaſing andeentertaining to us; if a bare Proſpect 
of ol ancient Palaces and magnificent Structures of this 


World is fo apt to fill our Minds with Delight and 


Admiration, we may well conceive that we fhall be 
and miner Mat beyond Meaſure, Varg = 


ſhall be received e 
3 Beg 


the Univerſe, a Houfe not made with 
dorned with Human Art or Device, but built by God 
himfelf, and enriched with the Treafures'of Elis Power 
and Wiſdom, When the King of Nena 
made a great Feaſt for his inces and Nobles, he a- 
dorned the Court of his Palace in fo tendid and 
glorious a Manner, that an or. ice Writer hath thought 
it worth his while to-g a particular Deſcription of 
it, E#þ.1. And this did to ſhew the Riches of his 
Kingdom, and the Honour of his Majeſty, v. 4. And yet 
ſhould all this State and Grandeur, and that of Ki 
So bmon himfelf, and all the Princes of this World, 
nay, -F might fay, ſhquld the Glory of the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars,. and ” the- Conſtelladols in the Firmament 
he added thertunto, yet all this would be no more to 
be compared to the Glory of God's Kingdom, than 
the Light of a ſingle is to that of the Sun, But 
evertheleſs, the Glory of. the Kingdom of — 
not ſo much atife from the Grandeur and Magni- 
ficence of the Place itfelf, as from the viſible Manife- 


| ſtation of God's Prefence which ſhall be exhibited there- 


in; and this is commonly called the Beatifick Vom, 


and js hat is meant by that Expreſſion of ſeeing Gd, fo 


quently mentioned in Holy Scripture; which net 
* h wie an eee ä and e 


ofa thr dick more 2 5 bit 85 the el N 
yment of His Glorious Preſence. us Fe 2% 
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call the baden of the Apo- 
ſtle yy den 1 e 165 in 2 tar 


Tim. vi. 1 
and G Of pron, is, proper| an external 
e e 
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rel ad Ste in be Spy, by | CR 
the Brightneſs is glorious Ap- 


ce, that sf Ng 4 | ick: parts, i. e, 
8 Repreſe einen of yet by 
tary! ng, of the Re Heions 0 


ned n „nei ifs e e ah jo 
upon 1115 Countenance, unleſs he covered it with a v 
bg K. xxxiv. 29, Ec. And if abiding with 185 Fa 

Days only upon Mount Sinai, where the Glory 
of was fo much veil'd and obicuf d, gur d, did ſo _ 
brighten and illuſtrate his Countenance, how g 
ous ** you think we ſhall be made, WA. we | 
admitted into His immediate Preſencę, wherg He hal | 
diſcover and manifeſt His 8 in ita 1 5 
on; and mhepg our e Perception ſhall be { 


much e 17 r * we wk: 85 


to take a View of it efs? 
beſides this external en en Ga 
ry we ſhall be entertainꝰd and delighted ch the Mig 
Appeatiace of our dear Askan Chriſt in his Thain | 
Nature, in which He is now ſat down at the Right 
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' liſh of them. 
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Fand of che Throne ef God. When St Pau! ſpeaks 
ofthe Glory of thoſe Bodies, with which the Saints ſhall 
be adornec at the Reſurrection, he makes the Glory of 
them to conliſt in this, That they” Pall d be. faſtioned { the 
un Chriff's plotious Body,” Phil. iii. 21. And how 
85 2 7 and glorious the Body of Chriſt is, our Saviour 


th already in part diſcovered to the three Apoſtles 


A at His Trats tion on Mount Taber, who were fo 
tranſported wit Jo y at this PRA Appearance of 


His Glory, which overſhadowed them, that they could 
have been glad to have abided there for ever, Math, 
xvii, How much.more then ſhall we be rayifhed* and 
delighted, when we ſhall behold the full and com 5 
Manifeſtation of His Glory in the Kingdom of 
ven? And ſurely this muſt be a bleſſed Place to dwell 
in, which the Supreme Lord of the Univerſe hath de- 
fign'd: for his own Reſidence and Habitation, and which 
is rendered in the h 1 Degree illuſtrieus by the 
lorious a nce of God and our Saviour Cbriſt. 
Ber. yet th pres of the Kingdom of Heaven does 
not only afile rom the en Splendour and Glory 
of the Plate itſelf, but allo from this peculiar Property 


which ſhall atte: all the Delights and Enjoyments 


thereof, viz." That they ſhall-be pure and unmixed, 
— any ching a ma 4 allay and imbitter the Re- 
nd for this Reaſon the Happineſs of 
Heaven is frequently called in Scripture by the Name 
of Reft : There remaineth a Reſt for the People of God, 
faith St Paul, Heb iv. 9. and St Fobn, Bleſſed are the 
Dead which die in the Lird, for they reft from tboir La- 
bots, Rev. xiv."13. The Vleafures of this Life are all 


of them vain and deceitful, and we ſhall every one of 


us find, them to be ſo, ſooner or later, by Experience. 


hut were they ever ſo great in themſelves, they would 
be but of little Value and Eſteem, becauſe they are fo 


frequently ſoured and interrupted by ſome kind or other 
o Sorrow and TOE: Ir this World Man is born 
* 


| (553 ) 
Pal. civ. 23. The greateſt Part of Mankind are here 
obliged to work and toil hard to provide even the 
common Neceſſaries of Life; and that which highly 
aggravates their Misfortune, is, that what is procured 
and acquired by their Labour and Induſtry, inſtead of 
being gratefully return'd to themſelves. in ſome Meas 
28 ſure and Proportion, when they ſtand in abſolute Want 
8 and Need of it, is too often ſpent in Luxury and Riot, 
and in the moſt ſhameful Debauchery and Excehs 3, but 
when we come to Heaven, our Labours will be entirely 
at an End. All the delightful Enjo ments of that Glo- 
rious Place will be provided ready for us, and we ſhall 
have no more to do than to reach out our Hands, that 
we may pluck thoſe choice and delicious Fruits which 
ſhall grow in the Paradiſe 'of God for ever. In this 
World Man at his beſt State 7s altogether Vanity, Pal. 
xxxix. 5, We are oftentimes miſerable even in the midſt 
J of our Enjoyments. When we are the moſt. earneſt 
and intent in the Purſuit of our Happineſs, ſome un- 
lucky Accident or other frequently happens, which 
quite ſpoils and deſtroys the Senſe and Reliſhof it. In 
this Lite we are all ſurrounded with Troubles and Af- 
| flictions; ſome Men are expoſed to grievous Pains and 
Sufferings of Body; others meet with great Loſſes and 
Misfortunes; ſome are unhappy thro' the Diſobedience 
and Miſcarriage of Children; others ſuffer very much 
1 by extreme Poverty and Want; and there are few or 
none but are diſquieted with the Cenſures and Re- 
ches of a malicious World. And, Which is the 
eavieſt Affliction of all, we are continually diſtracted 
with the Loſs of our deareſt Relations and beſt Friends, 
which wounds us to the Heart, and pierces us to the 
very Soul. And we are not only troubled and con- 
cerned at the Departure of our Relations and Friends, 
but are moſt of us, thro* Fear of our own Death, all 
our Life. time ſubjef# to Bondage, Heb. ii. 15, And, 
which is worſe than all that 1 have mentioned, we "ny 
often 
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often made waa" «bp miſerable - U. * and 
Neproaches of our own Fu uty Minds, and ach di-. 
ſturbed ed withit — think that we, who are crea- 
ted in the ver Image of God, aud Win much 
Strength and Perfection of Underſtanding, ſhould 1 
de ſo weale atid fooliſh, as to let our appeits and Pal 


fions get the bettet of " dur Reaſon, thereby bring 
the benin and Diſgrace upon our Nature ; 
and that we ſhould be ſo baſe. an Yo ateful as to be 


continually offending and provok 
Gracious God, who made Ls out YO hor Bay * Is 
continually heaping his Favours and Hleſſingꝭ upo 

and who created us for this Purpoſe, that he Tg 
make us for ever happy, This is our natural State _w 
Condifion in this preſent World; and no wonder we 


Should be ſorely diſguieted and diſtreſſed, when we have 


ſo many No of Death and Miſery. continually fly- 
ing round about us. But when we com n 
all theſe things will be entirely at an e Vi 

then ref from all our Tabours, as the Apoſtle o Me 
am the Tabel of the Bod as well as thoſe of 
ind. We ſhall no more Sos a 
Suffering, nor ET fles: and Misfortunes, 
Our Happineſs ot be pure and 1 and thera 
ſhall be nothing which will give us 2 Te s Un- 
eafineſs and Diſturbance to Sl Eren we ſhall no 
more be vexed at the Thoughts of dip plating God by 
Gur. Sins; for, as will be ſeen hercafter, pirits w 
be tnade perfect, and we ſhall be beyond the Reach and 
Powet of Temptation. And to ſay no more, we 

not be afraid of lofing all this Happineſs by Death; 
for when we come into * we can die no more, Put 
ſhall bs equal to the Holy Angels, and ſpell be the Children 
of God, 4s. Being the hrs os of- the Reſurreflion, Like, 


EX. 36. And thus we find % Jobn deſcribing the 
Happineſs of the Heavenly Jeruſalem: And God, fays, 
he, ſhall tvipe away all Tears from their Eyes, and there. 


ſeal he 10 more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, — 


558 to Pains and 


ther ſhall there be any mare FN ; fr the ferner Things 

ee paſſed away,” Rev. Wii. 4. 

Vos za. The Happineſs of the Saints in Heaven 
: Hall further conſiſt in that bleſſed and cxcellent Com- 
pany which they ſhall there kcep. Now what this 

Company ty we may read at large in the Words of 

St Pau}, Heb: xii. 22, Sc. where he tells us, that when 
we ſhall de arrived at the Heavenly City, we ſhall 
come 40 an innumerable Company of Angels, to the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly and Church .of the Firſt born, and to God the 

Fubge of All, and to the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfeck, 

Yo Feſus the Mi Mediator of the New Covenant. Bleſſed 

— 3 Company indeed! Who would not ſtrive 

and endeavour to the utmoſt to be admitted into it ? 

For when we are in Heaven, we ſhall not only be en- 

tertain*d with the external and viſible Manifeſtation of 

the Glory of God, and our dear Saviour Cbriſt, of 
which J have ſpoke already, but we fhall likewiſe en- 
joy the invaluable Bleſſing and Advantage of their Con- 
verſation; and fure it muſt be an inconceivable Happi- 
neſs to be under the immediate Counſel and Direction 
of Infinite Wiſdom, and to be tranſported with all 
thoſe amazing and ſurprizing Diſcoveries which God 
ſhall make to us, both of his Works and Perfections. 

Of which more hereafter. And if in this Valley of 

Tears and Mifery, which.is-deſign*d only as a State of 

Frial and Probation, we do yet receive innumerable 

Favours from God, and are on every ſide ſurrounded 

with his Bleſſings, we may well think that our Delight 

and Pleaſure Will be great and unſpeakable, when our 
heavenly Father ſhall call us home, and receive us into 
his immediate Preſence, there to reward us for our Du- 

ty and Obedience to him. And doubtleſs it will be a 

mighty Addition to our Bliſs and Happineſs in this 

Glorious Place, to have our dear and bleſſed Saviour 

conſtantly_'in our View, who is the great Inftrument 

thereof, and to conſider that it is owing to His ſtupen- 

d Loe! in *. — us, that we are : thus advanced 


into 
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into his Father's Joy: not to mentic the infloite Ene 


4 ms, N » : x 
® +; 1 Sx 
0 " Ws 2 g 1 Py 
: « . , 
- a . 
* 8 . * , 3 
o Fi * 4 . . : 128 - {1 2 1 vc : 
$& + 2.44 KS 234.48 een! HL We N 1 
\ : * Mgt . „ E & - . 3 6 1 


dearments of His Love and Affection towards us. Fu- 
ther, ſays he, I vill that they whom Thou haſt" gives 2 


| be-woith me eubere I am, John xvli. 24. And if the 


Converſation of Men of great Knowledge and Wiſdom, 
and of a happy and agrecable Temper, be at preſent ſo 


engaging to us, what Tranſports of Joy and Delight 


may we not imagine will fill our Souls, when we ſhall 
be admitted into the Bleſſed Converſation of Angels 
and Saints; Beings not only perfect in Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, but alſo of the moſt abundant and overflow- 


ing Love and Charity one towards another; and who 


are fo far from envying and repining at our Happineſs, 
that one main Part of their own Happineſs will conſiſt 


in communicating - their; Perfections to us, and in mak · 


ing every one of us as happy as they can. And this 
ſurely muſt be a moſt lovely and delightful Converſati- 


on, where there ſhall be the higheſt Knowledge without 


the leaſt Pride, tranſcendent Excellency without any 
Envy, ſuperiour Degrees of Happineſs and Glory, and 
yet he that enjoys the very loweſt of all fully pleaſed. 
and ſatisfied, becauſe the Glory and Perfection of every 
one is the Glory and Perfection of them all. Well 
therefore might the good old Man in Cicero cry out, 0 
happy Day, when I ſhall go to that bleſſed Aſſem-· 
© bly of Spirits, and depart out of this wretehed and 
© miſerably confuſed World ()' But... 
345. The Happineſs of the Saints in Heaven ſhall ſtill 
further conſiſt in thoſe delightful and entertaining Em- 
N in which they ſhall ſpend their Time. Now, 
eſides the many Acts of Love and Charity which the 
Angels and Saints ſhall exerciſe, and- the many curious 


and ſurprizing Diſcoveries which they ſhall make one to- 


wards another, which I have juſt mention'd, there are theſe 


two Particulars, in which they ſhall chiefly employ their 


FFF — 
2 O præclarum diem, cum ad illu 


— 


3 


d divinum animorum conci-/ 
liym cœtumque proficiſcar, cumque ex hac turba & colluvione diſ- 


cedam Cic. de ſenectut, ad fin. 


viewing and contemplating 
the Wiſdom and Glory of all His Works. And ſince 


. . * 
* 
3 


ala n. — God and His D 

_ in nd Gs v Divine 
Perfectiens)/i; Gontemplation is not only à proper Act 
of a teaſonable Creature, but it is His Perfection too; 
and the greater Perfection he arrives at in Acts of Con- 
templation, the greater will be his Happineſs ; be auſe 


herein, as Ayiſlotis truly obſerves, he becomes more 
like to God (5), — 1 mainly conſiſts in 
ing His own Perfections, and 


we lind by Experience, that Enquiries into Nature do 
at preſent adminiſter ſo much Pleaſure to us, and thoſe 
Diſcoveries in —— made by hard Stu- 
dy and Labour, are yet ſo very agreeable and entertain- 
ing, what unſpeakable Delight muſt needs poſſeſs our 
Minds, When we ſhall-be introduced. into the immedi- 
ate Preſence of God, and have a full and compleat View 
and Comprehenſion of his Glorious Eſſence and Per- 
fections? When all the Beauties of the Creation ſhall be 


diſplay*d to us; all the profound Myſteries of Religion, 


ſuch as the Trinity an Incarnation, which the Angels 


themſelves defire ſo boot into, 1 Pet. I. 12. ſhall be laid 
open; and we ſhall know the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 
Knowledge, Eph: iii. 19. when all the Difficulties in 


Providence ſhall. be explained, and we ſhall clearly ſee 


wich what infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs, God 


| hath governed this World; and in particular, when 


even the hard and ſevere Diſpenſations of His Providence 
ſhall be admired and reverenced, and we ſhallbe fully con- 
vinced that the greateſt Afflictions and Sufferings which 
befe us in this Life, were deſigned for our Good; and 
chat to the Care and * of our Heavenly Father in 
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Kring us for our Sins, we do in a great Meaſure owe 
that perfect and inconceivable Felicity which we enjoy. 
Such Acts of Contemplation as theſe muſt needs ren- 
dier an intelligent Being extremely happy; and yet the 
Happineſs of the Saints in Heaven does not ; 
Tard from Acts of thinking and contemplating upon 
God and his Perfections, but alſo from thoſe bleſſed 
and vital Communications which ſhall thereby be made / 
to their Souls; for the more they think-upon God and 
his Perfections, the more will they be delighted and en- 
amoured with them; and the more — are delighted 
with them, the more earneltly will they endeavour to 
imitate them, and tranſcribe them into their own Na- 
"tures; Now, as the Happineſs of any Being neceſſarily 
"ariſes from his Perfection, ſo the Happineſs of the Saints 
will proportionably increaſe, as they receive greater 
Communications from God to their Souls. And doubt- 
less, it will then be very abundant and unmeaſurable, 
when, as St Paul obſerves, the Spirits of juſt Men ſpall 
"be made perfef?, Heb. xit. 23. and their Facilties en. 
larged and improved to that Degree, as ſhall enable 
them to attain to a clear and full View and Com 
ſion of God and His Perfections. And this Commu- 
nication of God's Perfections is repreſented to us in Scrip- 
ture by ſeveral Expreſſions, and particularly by that 
of ſeeing God, Matth. v. 8. 1 John iii. 2. Which does 
not ſo much ſignify the viſible Sight of His external and 
| ein Preſence, or even an intellectual View and 
Contemplation of His Eſſence (tho” the Phraſe is part 
Iy to be 0 underſtood) as the real and actual Enjoy- 
ment of Him. For thus, in the Language of Scrip- 
ture, to ſee is the ſame thing as to enjoy 3 as in the Plal- 
— to ſee good Days, is to enjoy them, Pſal. xxxiv. . 
| And in the Words of our Saviour, to ſee the 
Kingdom) of Heaven is to have the Poſſeſſion, of it, 
Jobn iii, 3. And if, as ſome Divines think (and that 
with good Reaſon) the Faculties of our Souls, when we 
eome to N ſhall for « ever er gradually enlarge. and 
| improve; 


8 7 Soo 
improve ee {hall then continually encreaſe, 
and grow greater, as we become more and more per- 
fect, by a more exact and profound Contemplation of 
God, and the greater — 1 more diffuſive Communica- 
tion of His: Perfections to us. And thus, as our Per. 
fection increaſes, our HappineG, will increaſe with i 
till ar length we are become as perfect and happy as it 
is poſſible for finite created Beings to be, and in the moſt 
Peturiful Language of Scripture, are fita with all the 
Fulineſs of God, Eph, wm. 19. But, 
2dy, Another Thing in which the Saints in Heaven 
ſhall ſpend their Time, will be. in ſinging Anthems of 
| Praiſe and Adoration to God, the great Author of their 
Being and Happineſs, And this the Holy Scripturg 
repreſents as their peculiar Office and Employment, 7a, 
vi. 3. Rau. iv. 8. 7. Ro * Ving the Praiſes of God, who. 
created all Things, v. There they fing the Song of 
Moſes,” and of the 3 ch. xv. 3. And ceaſe not Day 
aud Night,” ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Ae 
y, which was, and is, and is ts came, Rev, iv. 8. Ang 
now, if in this dull and inactive State, where the Soul is 
almoſt wholly immers'd in the very Pregs of Matter, it 
de yet ſo very entertaining to us to ſing Praiſe to God, 
yea, and as the Plalmiſt obſerves, Ir is @ joyful and Pes. 
Jant Thing to be thankful, cxlvii. 1. It muſt ſurely admi- 
niſter hay greateſt Delight to our Minds, when we [hall 
ſing the Praiſes of God in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
where our Souls ſhall be wholly freed from the Chains 
of the Body, and ſhall be 4 8 and vigorous, and 
in a State of the moſt perfect Livelineſs and Freedom. 
And if in this preſent Life, where we know ſo little of 
the true Nature of God, and where his repeated Love 
and Favour ta us is interrupted and obſcured by almoſt 
' continual Inſtances of Sorrow and Affliction, we yet 
find ſufficient and abundant Grounds to praiſe and a- 
. dore his Goodneſs; we ſhall then ſurely be fill'd with 
Tranſport, and our Hearts ſhall overfow with Joy, 
When we ſhall ſing to the Praiſe and Glory of God in 
| Heaven, 


01 ions, | | 
from 8 d e ee Tus 
ble, when we yu be ſatisfied with the Plenteouſneſs of 
Gade Houſe, and for ever drink of bis P eaſures as out 
* the River, - XxXvi. 8. And moreover, it will 
| bot only de a Matter of great Joy to ſing the Praiſes of 
. God. ourſelves, but we ſhall be infinitely: delighted in (| 
hearing thoſe divine Anthems and Halleluyjahs, which 
none but Heavenly':and Immortal Spirits can fing, 
When the Prophet, in a Viſion, ſaw the Angels of God 
attending upon his Throne in the Temple, who were 
Chaunting forth the Praiſe and Glory of the Lord, the 
Scripture tells us, that while one of the Seraphim was 
thas linging, the Paſt of the Door'moved at bis Pötte, 
. Ifa. vi; 4. And fure „when all the Bleſſed An- 
| and Saints ſhall jo n together in full Choir, and the 
FJ _- abſolute. a and Holineſs of their Hearts ſhall in- 
ire their Mufick with a Divine Foroe and Energy (c) 
© - the very Foundations of the New Fer»/alem ſhall ſhakes, 
and the whole Heaven reſound with the melodious Har. 
mony, and the Souls of the Bleſſed ſhall'be fill'd with 
ſuch Extaſies and Raptures of Joy and Delight, as no 
ow can. expreſs, nor Imagination conceive. 
eee lets ſhown you wherein 
Con- 
| (e) What a here EET ng 2 the Tot lineſs and. "Fm of 
the Saints and A inſpiring their Muſick with the greateſt Force 
and Energy, ſhould put us in mind that this is alſo a neceſſary Qua- 
© . -likcation to render our own Praiſcs of God acceptable to Him, beth 
In this Life and in the next. To which Purpoſe the Words of a 
- leirned Writer, in great Vogue at preſent, are very juſt and perti- 
nent. ir. We can have 85 tolerable Not ion of neſs without 
« being tolerably Good. So that if che Praiſe of a Divine Being 
"©" be ſo greet a Part of His Worſhip, we ſheuld, methinks, learn 
* Goodneſs, were it for nothing elſe than that we might leam, in 


„ ſome tolerable Manner, how to praiſe, © For the Praiſe of Good: 
* neſs from an unſound hollow Heart, muſt certainly make” the grea- 
an reſt Diſſonance in the World.” Chara&erifticks, Vol. I. p. 43. 
An Obſervation this, which _ Perſons” _— us w ho come fre» 
quently to Church. and join in th e Service with little — Affection 
nud Devotion in their Hearts, would do well to conſider. 
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| you may notbe the thookndeh Pare of that | 
© which God hath prepared for them that love him. For 
who knows the Treaſures of infinite Love, or is able to 
' et forth and diſplay thoſe Joys which are at God's 
- Right-Hand for evermore? ſuch a Eye bath not feen, 
nor Ear beard, &c. And methinks, if we were to have 
but a ſhort and finite Enjoyment of chis ineſtimable Fe- 
lücity, it might be ſufficient to ſupport us under all the 
' Difficulties of Religion, and to engage our: utmoſt A-. 
| feftion and Neſires towards the Obtainment of it. And 


(6) 2 
and Glory of the Skins in Hes. 
d 


certainly, even in this View, we might uſt mos lay 85 — 


Saints in Heaven, what our Saviour faid to 


here upon Earth, Bleſſed are the Eyes pry we — 1 
Things — fo Luke x. 23. And in the Words of 


the Pſalmiſt, cxliv. 13. Happy are the People that are 


in ſueb a Caſe, yea, bleſſed are the Peaple cubo have the 
| Lord for their Gad. For to uſe the excellent Words of 
a moſt worthy and learned Writer upon this Occaſion, 
We are dazzled, ſays he, with the Glory and Gran- 
© deur of Things here below, becauſe we know no bet- 
ter; but I am apt to think, that if we knew what it 
* was to be an Angel for one Hour, we ſhould return 
to this World, tho? it were to fit on the brighteſt 
:< Throne in it, with more Loathing and Reluctancy 
than we would now deſcend into a loathſome Dun- 

geon or Sepulchre (d). But becauſe it would caſt a 


. moſt bitter Aſperſion upon the Delights of the Bleſſed, 
and in the greateſt Meaſure allay and ſpoil the Reliſh 
and Enjoyment” of them, if they could foreſee they 


ſhould ever be deprived of them, it has therefore 


| fed God, for the fuller Manifettation 'of Hs Loc and 


Goodnefs, and the more effectually to excite us to the 


Practice of Religion and Virtue, to declare and promiſe 
that the Happineſs of the Righteous in the Kingdom of 
| Heaven ſhall be PN Thus the — tells 


EL us, 


(6%, valuuie — vert. p. 260, 200, ED — 
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1 w that bes 0. . EN 2 
ES be more Death, Rew xi; 4. — 
- - of che Inheritance of the Saints, deſcribes it ane 
Fifible, undeſid, and thut fadeth not awiy, 1 Epiſtei. 4. 
And to ay. no more in ſo plain a Matter, our Bleſſed 5 
Saviour aſſüres us in the Words of the Tex, that be 
Righteous" ſhall go into Life Eternal, which is the uſual „3 
Phraſe and Expreſſion in Scripture for Eternal Happi- 
neſs. ETERNAL: HAPPINESS - At the | 
Thoughts and Expectation of This Lam quite over. 
come with Surprize, and ſwallowed up in Admiration. 
And indeed how ſhould I poſſibly be otherwiſe, Who 
1 am blit a weak, frail, coal Canapet When at 
| che Sound of Eternal Happineſs and Joy all the Aſ- 
227 in Heaven is mute; angelical Oratory itſelf is 
ſtruck dumb, and the very Cherubims and Seraphims 
ſtand ſilently wondering, and . in Rapture 
none but dar high emp ph g that inbabiteth E- 
_ © Zertwty, 1a. i 1. . 2 — everlaſting to 
_ .everlaſting, Pſalm xc. 2. does in any Meaſure know and 
underſtand what Eternity means. And therefore, if we 
ſhall be ſo happy as to attain to this excellent Portion 
(which God in His Mercy and Goodneſs grant we may 
all be, and which we ought to think we have purchaſed 
at a very eaſy Rate, tho! we ſhould ſuffer for it upon 
the Croſs, or wade to it through a Sea of Blood) we can 
At preſent only conceive thus much of it, and we may 
comfort ourſelves with this Apprehenſion, viz., that 
When all the Statues and Monuments of Braſs and Mar- 
ble in the Univerſe ſhall be decayed and erumbled into 
Duſt; when the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and all the 
ſtupendous Works of Nature are petiſh'd, and quite 
. Horgottenz and when we have lived in infinite! Rliſs and 
-Glory for Ages of Ages, we ſhall ſtill be in Being; as 
.* Young and vigorous, as gay and ſprightly, as we were 
the firſt Moment of our Admiſſion 3 and fo far from 
being tired and cloy'd with our Delights and Enjoy- 
ments, that they will be every Moment new to us, and 
more 
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- and Saints, in infinite Joy and infinite Love, partakin 4 
ſuch a, Happineſs as is abſolutely inconceivable, and yer ſtil 
rowing, ſtill encreaſing, without Meaſure, ps nous 
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more und more agreeable a emertaining, A 
mall dwell with God and- Chriſt, and with the Holy Angels 
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and Good Men. ſhall enjey in the Life to come, I Proc 


now, in the 


Sand Place, To conſider what Effect and Tnfluence the 
Belief and Expectation of this great Happineſs ought to have 
upon us. Of which I have Time to ſpeak but very briefly. - 


And now, my Brethren, ſince. God hath prepared for us a 
State of Eternal and Inconceivable Happineſs, let us frequent- 
ly think and meditate upon this great Point of our Religion, 

Mad 3 


* 
o 
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t it may have its due Effect and Influence upon our 
and let it be the great Delight and Joy of our Hearts, to con- 
template thoſe Glories which are reſerved for us in Heaven 3 
let the Conſideration of them ſupport us under all the Trou- 


bles of this Life, ſince our light Afiidion, which is but for a 


or, iv, 17. And let this alſo engage us to be pa- 
tient under Poverty, and fatisfied with the Inequalities of For- 
tune, becauſe when we come to Heaven, God. will have no 
Reſpect of Perſons, but toe ſhall be all made Kings and Prigſts 
.to God for ever, Rev. i. 6. And particularly, the Belief and 


of Clay, + Gr fer us a far more exceeding and yds Weight 
s to 


_Expettation of our future r ſhould wean our Aﬀec- 
tions from the Things of this 


orld ; ſince how great ſoever 
they may be in themſelves, they are not. worthy to be cm- 


pared with the leaft , Degree of that Glory which Jhall. be re- 


vealed hereafter. And this fhould make us very careful and 
diligent in the Improvement of all thoſe Talents which God 
hath entruſted us with; ſince, according to our Improvement 
of them, ſo ſhall our Reward be (e). And this ſhould inſpire 
us with a moſt lively Senſe of the Neceſſity of Charity, inaf- 


much as by this Means 07 provide for ourſelves Bags which 


wax not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens which faileth not, 
Luke xii. 33. And eſpecially it ſhould induce us to that 


which is the higheſt Inſtance of Charity, viz. a ſincere and 


earneſt Endeavour for the Converſion of Sinners, and the Sal- 


vation 
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ation of Mets, for, as the Prophet re "IN 150 
Dx; many to 927 70 \ ſhall Pine like the Start for ever 
ever, Dan. xii, 200 above all, ſince the Happineſs | 
of the next Life is oh given to us arbittaril 0 way of par- 
"tial N and Favour, but” entirely as t eward of our 
yr and Obedience, this fhould full convince us of the 
penſible Neceffity of Holineſs and Virtut ig order to the 
3 ae Ne Feth Life, Conſicer * Ks 
h thee, what thou axt doin when f the 0 , 
- Siding Pleaſures of Sin thou doſf reling uh thy Title to the 
_ Kingdam of God. Recieber that Heaven is your Inheri- 
cance, and if with profane Z/au 13 * — dur Birth- 
"Fight, -you ball never de able <4 
Fuad Rcom fer Repentance, 2 7 you Bean ok 11 corefi bp”. 
with Tear, Heb. xii. 17. For there is one Frith eftabhſbed .. 
in Wature, as well as confitin'd by Revelation, and all the 
- Powers in "Heaven and Earth 8 reverſe erſe and diſannul it, 
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= A 5 | 0 His Infinite Mercy to grant, for the Sake, and ; 
= 3 CE FREY through the Merits of Gn Je86s, our 84 
"EM 3 we ton: To Won, with the Far REA, 
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